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2021 BEST OF THE BUNCH OVERALL WINNER
PHOTO BY ERIN WORRELL

Newsletter of the Livestock Publications Council, an international 
organization serving the dynamic livestock communications industry.

PHOTOGRAPHY CONTEST RESULTS
Best of the Bunch

GENERAL
First (and Overall Winner)
Erin Worrell, Erin Worrell Photography 

Second
Molly Schoen, Charolais Journal

Third
Erin Worrell, Erin Worrell Photography

SCENIC
Tie for First
Abbie Burnett, Certified Angus Beef
Erin Worrell, Erin Worrell Photography
 
Third
Morgan Boecker, Certified Angus Beef

PEOPLE
First
Megan Silveira, Angus Journal 

Second
Morgan Boecker, Certified Angus Beef

Third
Erin Worrell, Erin Worrell Photography

LIVESTOCK
First
Kylene Scott, High Plains Journal 

Second
Molly Schoen, Charolais Journal

Third
Erin Worrell, Erin Worrell Photography

Judging took place virtually during 
Ag Media Summit and was by 
people’s vote. 

Placing images from each category 
will receive $100/first, $50/second, 
$25/third. The overall winner of the 
“Best of the Bunch” photography 
contest will receive a canvas print of 
their winning entry.
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From the President
NEW BEGINNINGS
Greetings from the great state of Missouri! For the ones who may not 
know me, my name is Molly Schoen. I’m thrilled for the honor of 
serving as your Livestock Publications Council President. My roots 
are planted in Holt, Missouri with my husband Chris, our 2 children, 
Gus and Oakley and a handful of cattle, horses and dogs to keep 
us entertained. I’ve had the pleasure of working for the American-
International Charolais Association and Charolais Journal for 19 
years, starting fresh out of college with the Junior Association and 
working my way up to the Journal. My days are filled with magazine 
layout, graphic design and occasional photography, making LPC the 
perfect organization to keep my skills and career growing year after 
year.

Charolais roots run deep in LPC—not only is the Charolais Journal 
a Charter Member of LPC. My boss Neil Orth, who encouraged me 

to get involved, was inducted in the LPC Hall of Fame in 2000. If we look back even farther to July 
13, 1974 one of the founding members and first Chairman, Chuck Whitney published the Charolais 
Way (later purchased by the Charolais Journal).

As I was reading the history of LPC a few years back I came across some of the topics mentioned 
in the minutes. Some included… postal problems, ring service, agency commissions, exchange 
subscriptions, free subscriptions to advertisers, cooperative handling of advertising layout and copy, 
photo exchange charges and amounts charged for use of lists for special mailings. Fast forward 
a few years past 1974 and a yearly meeting between the two groups called Ag Media Summit was 
established. Still today, we meet to talk about some of these issues and a few others that technology 
has brought along the way. Ag Media Summit will head south, July 16-20, 2022 in Raleigh, North 
Carolina. We hope to return to the normal pre- Covid schedule with many great tours on the 
Saturday before.

Like many of you, LPC holds many great memories and has created lifelong friendships along 
the way. My first AMS conference was in Portland, Oregon in 2006, since then I knew it was an 
organization that I wanted to promote and serve. I started by serving LPC as a representative on the 
AMS committee. and eventually joined the Board of Directors. 

LPC needs your service to continue moving forward. We need your passion, ideas and serving 
hands to make LPC the best it can be. If you would like to serve LPC and make some great 
memories for yourself, please don’t wait. There are many committees that you can serve on. Contact 
Lindsay and she will help you navigate which committee fits you best. I challenge you to serve and 
make new friends along the way!

“I didn’t get there by wishing for it or hoping for it, but by working for it.” - Estée Lauder

— Molly

SAVE THE DATES FOR THE 2022 AG MEDIA SUMMIT

See you in the South!
JULY 16-20 IN RALEIGH, NORTH CAROLINA
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2021-2022 BOARD OF DIRECTORS
President
Molly Schoen
Charolais Journal
Kansas City, MO
mschoen@charolaisusa.com

First Vice President
Ben Richey
United States Animal Health  
Association
St. Joseph, MO
brichey@usaha.org

Second Vice President
Katrina Huffstutler
The Cattleman
Fort Worth, TX
khuffstutler@tscra.org

Secretary/Treasurer
Shelia Grobosky
BioZyme Inc.
St. Joseph, MO
sgrobosky@biozymeinc.com

Immediate Past President
LeAnne Peters
Cattle Business in Mississippi
Jackson, MS
cbmag@att.net
 
Executive Director
Lindsay Graber Runft
Livestock Publications Council
Courtland, KS
lindsay@livestockpublications.com

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Jennifer Shike (22)
Farm Journal’s PORK
Lenexa, KS
jshike@farmjournal.com 

Autumn Fuhrman (22)
Arkansas Cattle Business
Little Rock, AR
autumn@arbeef.org

Casey Hinnant (22)
Carolina Cattle Connection
Fuquay-Varina, NC
mail@nccattle.com

Julie Mais (23)
Angus Journal
St. Joseph, MO
jmais@angus.org

Tim Steinbeck (23)
Modern Litho
Jefferson City, MO
tsteinbeck@modernlitho.com

Anne Kimmey (23)
Cultivate Agency
Justin, TX
anne@cultivateagency.com

Codi Mills (24)
Cattle Business Weekly
Philip, SD
cattlenews@gwtc.net 

John Robinson (24)
National Cattlemen’s Beef  
Association
Centennial, CO
jrobinson@beef.org 

Nicole Erceg (24)
Certified Angus Beef
Wooster, OH
nerceg@certifiedangusbeef.com	
 
Lacey Fielder (24)
Signal Theory
Kansas City, MO
lacey.fielder@signaltheory.com

Lindsay Kennedy (24)
Texas Tech University
Lubbock, TX
lindsay.kennedy@ttu.edu

DIRECTORS

2021-2022 Leadership (left to right) 
Back Row: Codi Mills, Julie Mais, 
Anne Kimmey, Tim Steinbeck, 
Autumn Fuhrman, Nicole Erceg, 
Jennifer Shike, Lindsay Graber Runft 
Front Row: Molly Schoen, Ben 
Richey, Katrina Huffstutler, Shelia 
Grobosky, LeAnne Peters

Not pictured: Lacey Fielder,  
Casey Hinnant, John Robinson, and 
Lindsay Kennedy
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2021 LPC AWARD HONOREES
HEADLINER AWARD
 The Headliner award is presented each 
year to a deserving individual for their service 
to the livestock industry.
 This year, LPC recognized Dan Hoge, 
and Jennifer Shike, LPC Board of Directors, 
presented Hoge with the award during the 2021 
Ag Media Summit. 
 More than 5,000 people have been directly 
inspired, educated, coached and mentored 
by livestock industry legend Dan Hoge and 
despite his retirement in 2020, that legacy will 
not stop as all of those lives he has shaped 
continue on to make the livestock industry 
better. 
 For the past 50 years, Hoge has left a mark 
in agricultural education that extends far 
beyond the job requirement at Black Hawk 

College East Campus in Galva, Ilinois.
 Commenting on Hoge deserving the award, Shike said, “Perhaps what makes him such a worthy 
candidate for the Livestock Publications Council’s Headliner Award is that there are few livestock industry 
leaders who have not been influenced by him as a teacher, coach or mentor. I can think of no Headliner more 
deserving than Dan Hoge, who has selflessly committed his life to the pursuit of building better people and 
better livestock.”

Jennifer Shike and Dan Hoge

HALL OF FAME AWARD
 LPC annually inducts one of its
distinguished leaders into the Hall of
Fame. At the 2021 Ag Media Summit, LPC 
honored Burt Rutherford, and Jennifer Carrico, 
past LPC president, presented the  award.
 Rutherford has committed more than 40 
years to livestock journalism. After graduating 
from Colorado State University, he worked for 
the North American Limousin Foundation. 
That was followed by a 3-year stint as editor 
of the Western Livestock Journal, and then he 
served as the communications director for the 
Texas Cattle Feeders Association from 1985 to 
2006. 
 The Hall of Fame honoree may be best-
known for his 13-year career with BEEF 
magazine, serving as senior editor of the 

magazine and digital products. His journalism career continues to evolve with the establishment of his own 
company, Rangeview Strategies, LLC, in 2021. Most recently, he accepted the position of editor for Texas 
Wildlife.

Jennifer Carrico and Burt Rutherford

2021 JAMES FLANAGAN “MOST IMPROVED” AWARD
THE QUARTER HORSE JOURNAL 
 One of the top awards from the annual LPC Awards Contest is Category 1, Most 
Improved Publication, and is named after long-time LPC member and supporter of 
the contest, the late Jim Flanagan. It recognizes a publication that has made significant 
changes in design and quality over the course of two years. 
 This year’s award was presented to The Quarter Horse Journal, American Quarter 
Horse Association. Congratulations to Becky Newell, Editor-in-Chief, and staff!
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 Sadie Vander Wal, South Dakota State 
University, was awarded the 2021 Forrest 
Bassford Student Award at Ag Media Summit 
(AMS). Three students received travel 
scholarships to attend AMS; those students are 
Grace Jacobson, Kansas State University; Callie 
McClay, University of Illinois; and Lindsey 
Okuley, The Ohio State University.
 The Forrest Bassford Student Award 
program recognizes and rewards excellence 
and leadership, while encouraging 
professionalism among students. In 1992, 
the program was named after LPC founding 
member Forrest Bassford in honor of his 
dedication to the Student Program and his 
interest in providing a rewarding student 
experience at this meeting. The overall winner 

receives a $2,000 scholarship, and up to three 
additional students each receive $750 travel scholarships to attend Ag Media Summit.
 Following a competitive application process, the aforementioned students were selected and invited to 
Ag Media Summit for an interview and portfolio review. As part of the application process, applicants wrote 
and submitted essays. The following is an excerpt from Vander Wal’s essay. 
 “Past generations of agriculturalists have paved the way for my generation to excel in the agriculture 
industry. However, as time marches on, research progresses with it, and we must continue to modify the 
methods we utilize to communicate agriculture to both producers and consumers. Through my career, I 
hope to contribute to and communicate about research for the betterment of livestock producers’ practices, 
whether this be through working directly with research or communicating new advancements of livestock 
production and general agriculture to producers and consumers through written or oral communications.”
 Thank you to Alltech for sponsoring this student program and to Jenn Norrie, Alltech 
Communications Manager, North America, for championing the award.
 Norrie said, “Agricultural communicators are essential to help educate and bridge the gap between 
rural and urban audiences on food production, innovation and technology. Traditional and new media 
platforms allow for these stories to be told and shared beyond traditional borders, with the next generation of 
agricultural communicators leading the way. As a voice for the farmers and ranchers who work hard to feed 
our growing world every day, agriculture communicators help educate consumers about our industry and 
how food is produced. Alltech is proud to sponsor the LPC Forrest Bassford Student Award and to support 
future agricultural communicators.”

2021 FORREST BASSFORD STUDENT AWARD

(left to right) Julie Mais (LPC Student Development Chair,) 
Grace Jacobsen, Callie McClay, and Sadie Vander Wal

KATELYN HARBERT 
 Katelyn Harbert was awarded the 2020 
Forrest Bassford Student Award. Due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, she was not recognized 
in-person but instead during the virtual Ag 
Media Summit Student Career Fair last fall. 
 Harbert was formally recognized and 
presented an award plaque during the 2021 Ag 
Media Summit Student Success Luncheon.
 A Kansas State University alumna, Harbert 
is now the Gelbvieh Media Productions 
Coordinator for the American Gelbvieh 
Association.

2020 FORREST BASSFORD RECOGNITION

Katelyn Harbert and Julie Mais
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2021 SKILL EXCELLENCE AWARDS

WRITER OF THE YEAR 
Miranda Reiman, Angus Media.

The judges said the following about Reiman’s portfolio,
“The writer’s portfolio demonstrated the ability to tackle a variety 
of topics and styles with a quality of writing at a con-sistent level of 
excellence. Writing to her audience and capturing their attention, 
while providing useful information, facilitates their success.”

 To provide a rich educational opportunity, paired with a prestigious award, LPC leadership developed 
the Skill Excellence awards. During Ag Media Summit, applicants engaged in a portfolio critique with a 
panel of seasoned industry professionals as judges. Based on merit of work, judges selected this year’s Writer, 
Photographer and Designer of the Year. Skill Excellence Award winners were announced at AMS.

DESIGNER OF THE YEAR 
Heather Heater, Grant Company, LLC.

The judges said the following about Heater’s work,
“Heather creates a modern and engaging experience in her design 
that makes an article want to be read. Her use of white space, 
infographics and large photos bring articles to life. 

Great job and keep up the awesome work – we look forward to 
seeing more from you in the future.”

PHOTOGRAPHER OF THE YEAR 
Erin Worrell, Erin Worrell Photography.

The judges said the following about Reiman’s work,
“The breadth of this photographer’s portfolio shows a foundation of 
strong movement and clear composition.”

Awards presented to recipients by Lindsay Graber Runft.
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ANDY ATZENWEILER, MISSOURI 
BEEF CATTLEMAN
 The Ed Bible Distinguished Service Award 
(DSA) recognizes an individual who has 
provided special service to LPC over a period 
of time. The 2021 award winner was announced 
at Ag Media Summit and presented by LPC 
president, LeAnne Peters. 
 The Ed Bible DSA is named after long-time 
LPC supporter and past president, Ed Bible. 
The winner is chosen by the LPC executive 
committee and is given to someone who 
exhibits dedication and support to LPC and 
service considered above and beyond routine 
participation. 
 Mike Deering, current executive director 
of the Missouri Cattlemen’s Association, 

said, “Andy’s legacy in the publications business is admirable, but his commitment to give back and engage 
in organizations like LPC reveals Andy’s heart. He wants to serve others and help ensure their success in a 
business that has treated him well.” 

2021 ED BIBLE DISTINGUISHED SERVICE AWARD

Peters presents Atzenweiler with the DSA award gift.

HALL OF FAME INDUCTEE AND HEADLINER AWARD HONOREE 
  Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, these award winners were not presented plaques in-person during 
2020, but instead were recognized during the virtual LPC Annual Membership Meeting last fall. This virtual 
recognition followed the in-person award announcement at the 2020 LPC Luncheon at the Cattle Industry 
Convention and NCBA Trade Show.
 To formally recognize these award winners, members of the 2020-2021 LPC Executive Committee 
presented awards at the 2021 Ag Media Summit. Don Norton’s family attended the 2021 Ag Media Summit 
(AMS) Closing Awards and Banquet for his posthumous induction into the LPC Hall of Fame. Dr. Garry 
Lacefield was also presented a plaque during the 2021 AMS Closing Banquet and Awards. 

2020 LPC AWARD RECOGNITION

Jennifer Carrico presents the Norton family with an 
honorary plaque. 

Dr. Garry Lacefield receives the Headliner Award 
from Carey Brown, past LPC president. 
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2021 LPC WORKHORSE AWARD RECIPIENTS

SHELIA GROBOSKY, BIOZYME
 Grobosky has exemplified the very 
meaning of “workhorse.” Her involvement 
has stretched from the Livestock Publications 
Council to Ag Media Summit, with leadership 
positions on more than one committee. 
 This past year, Grobosky co-chaired the 
Awards and Contests committee, a committee 
tasked with oversight on one LPC’s largest 
membership services, while also serving on 
the AMS Steering Committee and chairing an 
AMS sub-committee. 
 Grobosky embodies quiet leadership and 
commitment to LPC through service — traits 
shown through her work over the last year and 
earning her a Workhorse Award.

JENNIFER CARRICO, IOWA 
CATTLEMEN’S ASSOCIATION
 Carrico started her LPC presidential term 
in 2019, while also sitting on the 2020 AMS 
Steering Committee as Program Chair. Because 
COVID-19 pushed AMS to November, Carrico’s 
two leadership roles were extended 4 months. 
On top of extended leadership roles, she was 
tasked with training the new LPC Executive 
Director, Lindsay Runft.
 Following an abnormal year, Carrico 
continued on the AMS Steering Committee 
and began her tenure as the 2021 AMS Steering 
Committee chair – a position she’s held 
multiple times. 
 For Jennifer Carrico, it’s not about the titles. 
It’s about simply getting the job(s) done. And 
she does those jobs because she genuinely 

cares about the success of LPC and AMS — a servant leader deserving of a Workhorse Award. 

 This year, the first-ever recipients of the LPC Workhorse Award were honored. The Workhorse Award 
seeks to recognize an LPC member who has gone above and beyond during the last year, giving of their time and 
talents, for the benefit of LPC and the livestock communications industry. The ideal Workhorse Award winner 
has been active in committee work, served in a leadership role, or both – and does not necessarily have to be a 
member of the LPC Board of Directors.
 Nominations were accepted from board members and the Executive Committee decided to select two  
recipients in 2021. Awards were presented by Lindsay Graber Runft at Ag Media Summit.

Committee Members Wanted!Committee Members Wanted!
Want to serve on an LPC committee and missed sign up at Ag Media Summit? Please sign up online via 
this form. The LPC committees work throughout the year to serve LPC and its membership — the livestock 
communications industry. Committee meetings typically take place via conference call/Zoom. If you have 
questions about time committments and/or responsibilities for various committees, please email Lindsay 
Graber Runft at lindsay@livestockpublications.com.

DEADLINE EXTENDEDDEADLINE EXTENDED
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LOOKING FOR 2021 AG MEDIA SUMMIT PICTURES?
Thanks to ZimmComm for covering the event! Photos can be found by clicking here. 

WWW.AGNEWSWIRE.COM


