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The Power of
Persistence
W
ebster’s Dictionary defines persistence
as, “The quality that allows someone
to continue doing something or trying
to do something even though it is difficult or
opposed by other people.”
To be successful in life, I believe we must
have a little persistence or stubborn-ness inside
us. As a “Kansas farm girl” I learned the importance of persistence and hard work at a young
age. It’s something that was instilled in me by
my parents. Now as a parent, I try to pass those
same lessons on to my boys.
This summer my oldest son, Wesley, worked
for my Dad on the farm. I was so proud of the
choices he made while others in his “peer group”
were sleeping in, spending time at the pool and
as I like to call it “walk the streets.”
Daily he was up to rinse his show calves and
walk his steer before 6 a.m. weights and then
spent the day hunting thistles, working in the hay
field or helping with wheat harvest. He’d then
come home and help feed, rinse and work with
his calves before turning them out for the night.
Don’t get me wrong, there were some mornings that were easier than others, but all-in-all he
worked hard and through persistence accomplished many of his goals for the summer.
Likewise, there’s no doubt communicators are
frequently challenged to be persistent — from
tracking down story sources, to getting photos
for an ad to meeting a publication deadline. We
must overcome the obstacles we run into and
charge on.
I recently saw the following list of persistent
individuals. To me this list just proves how through
persistence and hard work anything is possible.
• Albert Einstein was 4 years old before he
could speak.
• Isaac Newton did poorly in school and was
considered “unpromising.”
• Beethoven’s music teacher once said, “As a
composer, he is hopeless.”
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• When Thomas Edison was a young boy, his
teacher told him he was too stupid to learn anything. He suggested Edison pursue a field where
he might succeed by virtue of his personality.
• When he was 21, F.W. Woolworth got a job in a
dry goods store, but his employer wouldn’t permit
him to wait on customers. He thought Woolworth
“didn’t have enough sense to close a sale.”
• Michael Jordan was cut from his high school
basketball team.
• A newspaper fired Walt Disney because he
“lacked imagination and had no good ideas.”
In November your Livestock Publications
Council (LPC) board will be participating in a
long-range planning session. It is my hope that
through hard work and persistence we develop a
road map for our organization for the next five to
10 years.
As I write this column it is National 4-H
Week. As a third-generation 4-H member I am a
true believer in the program. I admire how 4-H
programs help youth develop skills such as leadership, public speaking, parliamentary procedure,
creativity, accounting, and the importance of
community service and giving back.
I’m so thankful my boys are learning to
“Make the Best Better.” And I hope some day
their kids are fifth generation 4-H members who
also learn the importance of hard work and persistence.
As LPC members, I believe we should all try
to remember the 4-H pledge, whether 4-H alumni
or not, and strive to follow it in our daily lives. “I
pledge my head to clearer thinking, my heart to
greater loyalty, my hands to larger service, and
my health to better living, for my club, my community, my country and my world.”
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Please join us to celebrate the
livestock industry through
education and honor
those who have made an
impact in it.
PLATINUM SPONSOR

November 10, 2015 • 4 - 8 pm
Washington Park 1-3 Rooms
Westin Crown Center, 1 E. Pershing Road, Kansas City, MO 64108

SILVER SPONSOR

Tickets: $50/person
RSVP by November 1 to diane@livestockpublications.com
Business casual attire

Schedule of Events
4 pm

E duc ation Seminar (no ticket requi red )

Through a panel of experts, we will explore the importance of the
safety of our food supply and look at critical issues ranging from
social concerns to economics to marketing.
RYAN GOO DM AN
Agriculture advocate
KA RE N HA NSO N
Registered dietician, Hy-Vee
M ARGARET ZEIGLER
Executive director, Global Harvest Initiative
MO DE RA TED BY M IKE ADAMS
Host of syndicated radio show AgriTalk

Hall of Honor

2015 Inductees
Hall of Fame
Dick & Pete Crow

n

Headliner Award

Socia l Hou r and Auct ion & ‘Fu n-Ra isin g’ Ac tion

Dr. Miles McKee

5:30 pm

n

6:30 - 8 pm

Dinn er wi th rec ogniti on of the
2015 Hall of Honor award winn ers

ABOUT THE PANELISTS
Ryan Goodman is manager of communications at
Montana Stockgrowers Association. He lives in
Helena, Montana, but was raised on a family cow-calf
and stocker cattle ranch in Arkansas. After finishing
college at Oklahoma State University, Ryan spent a
few years working in cattle feedlots in the Texas
Panhandle region. He then pursued graduate-level
studies and research in cattle reproduction and
nutrition at the University of Tennessee. Ryan has
developed a passion for being involved in conversations surrounding agriculture and food topics. His
advocacy efforts take him across the country, teaching
farmers, ranchers and agriculture organizations engaging in meaningful conversations with our customers
and helping others share their story of agriculture.

Karen Hanson, RDN, LD, EP-C combines
energy and passion for people, nutrition and food!
As a registered dietitian employed by the grocery
store chain, Hy-Vee, she strives to serve as a credible and reliable source of information for consumers. Her years of experience have enabled her
to better understand the need to make nutrition
practical and livable. She obtained her degree in
dietetics and institutional management from
Kansas State University. She is a certified
Exercise Physiologist through the American
College of Sports Medicine and an Adult Weight
Management specialist through the Academy of
Nutrition and Dietetics.

Margaret Zeigler is the Executive Director of the
Global Harvest Initiative. She has dedicated her
career to addressing global hunger and food
security, most recently serving as deputy director at
the Congressional Hunger Center, where she spent
the past 18 years working closely with the public
and private sectors, non-profit organizations, industry leaders and policy makers to promote food security and reduce hunger. Margaret is a recognized
thought leader on food security issues, serving as a
media commentator and writer for several
publications and news networks around the world.

Live Auction & Draw Down
11x14 photo standout of the Best of the Bunch winner!
Hotel package for 2016 Ag Media Summit in St. Louis, Mo.!
Amana meats world-famous Iowa chops!
Hereford branded hide & vintage Hereford pillows!
Beef grilling culinary package!
Kentucky gift basket with Woodford Reserve & Maker’s Mark!
Compart Duroc pork gift box!
Basket of Missouri wine and cheese!
Gourmet breakfast basket!
Homestead Graphics video greeting cards!
Certified Angus Beef steak package!
Pampered chef items!
Newborn calf metal prints!
Turquoise necklace!
Gifts from Down Under!
and much more…!

Questions:!
Jennifer Carrico!
641-680-1480

!

***Sale Highlight***!
Beef breeds advertising
package!
Two 1/2 page full-color in
11 beef breed journals:!
Hereford!
Angus!
Chianina!
Maine-Anjou!
Simmental!
Limousin!
Salers!
Gelbvieh!
Santa Gertrudis!
Red Angus!
Charolais

Looking for experience and a paycheck next summer?
Hereford Publications Inc. will offer a selected student
communicator $4,500 in the LPC-funded program that pairs one top
agriculture organization with one top student.

Gain experience in

• Editorial Planning
• Story Development • Feature Writing
• Photography • Design
• Editing • Client Communications • Project Organization

Requirements

Must be a college junior or senior, and membership in
Agricultural Communicators of Tomorrow (ACT) is preferred. Students can submit the following
materials to Caryn Vaught, Hereford Publications Inc., cvaught@hereford.org.

• Resume • Three work examples
• Three recommendation letters
• Statement of interest in agricultural communications

Deadline: Dec. 1, 2015
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