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Advancing livestock media professionals

As the State Fair season
winds down, the fall show and
event schedule begins. First on
my list is the World Dairy
Expo, where I am in heaven
with all the top registered dairy
cows displayed that have
earned their way to the “show
of all shows.” And of course,
the unlimited source of cheese,
ice cream and milk! 
Another favorite event of

many is the American Royal
Livestock Show in Kansas
City, during which the LPC
Royal Gala is always a mar-
velous affair spearheaded by
our Royal Gala Chairman
Amber Spafford. The student
‘Speed Networking’ is another
activity held during the Royal
that has grown exponentially
since its inception. Seeing the
incredible energy and motiva-
tion of the students participat-
ing is so refreshing and moti-
vating! And the professional
volunteers who share their
knowledge and wisdom with
these young people, is a testa-
ment to the commitment we
have in helping students uncov-
er opportunities in the livestock

and ag industry.  This event is
the brainchild of Jennifer
Shike and one that will contin-
ue to play a huge role for stu-
dents. 
Then as 2013 kicks off the

National Western Stock Show,
which is one of my favorite
events, with all of the livestock
shows, rodeos, and, of course,
shopping! 
At the beginning of the year

the LPC board of directors will
meet to identify topics and
uncover solutions to benefit our
membership and strengthen this
incredible organization even
more.
During this extravaganza of

events, the treadmill speeds up
and we all find ourselves trying
to juggle a vast array of tasks.
From family obligations to job
responsibilities or volunteering
and going from one puddle
jumper to another in the hopes
there are no delays or cancella-
tions. It can be overwhelming
but it can also be a spectacular
and invigorating time!
Seeing the fruits of ones

labor in the arena, leading to
recognition of your award win-

ning ani-
mal is like
winning
the lottery
for many!
It’s an
indescrib-
able feel-
ing to be awarded Supreme
Champion at the World Dairy
Expo, or THE titleholder for
your breed at the National
Western Stock Show.
It’s also a time to rekindle

friendships, create new ones, or
strengthen current relationships
through the enthusiasm we all
share for the livestock indus-
tries we serve. It’s a time to
learn, share and be inspired by
those around us and what they
have achieved. It’s a time to
remember the great opportuni-
ties the Livestock Publications
Council bestows upon us and to
take advantage of each and
every chance to improve, grow
and thrive in the ever changing
world of agriculture. More
importantly, it’s a time to be
patient, be kind and HAVE
FUN!! 

LPC President
Kathy LaScala

Actiongram

(more information on all of these activities are elsewhere in this newsletter)
October 20, 2012: Deadline for applications to nominate for 2013 Headliner and Hall of Fame awards 

•
LPC at the American Royal in Kansas City, Missouri, all at the American Royal headquarters

Thursday, Nov. 1, 6:30 - 8:30 pm • Student Networking Event 
Friday, Nov. 2, 7 - 11 pm • 9th Annual LPC Royal Gala 

•
Brand new LPC program!

December 15, 2012: Deadline for applications for Professional Development Stipend 

LPC CALENDAR OF EVENTS



LPC Club open 
during American Royal
The LPC Club will be open Nov. 1-3

during this year’s American Royal. This is
a “home” for LPC members to come and
relax during the show, bring customers to
meet and to bring prospective members to
enjoy a cup of coffee and a quiet place to
visit. It’s a great place to get away to relax.
This room is being offered to LPC by the

Saddle and Sirloin Club who have furnished
it and maintain it through the year.

Silent Auction items
needed
Items are needed for this year’s Silent

Auction which will be a part of the LPC
Royal Gala Red Carpet Event on Friday
night. If you wish to donate an item,
please contact Christy Lee,
christy@ceeleecommunications.com

Beever and
Klippenstein portraits
to be unveiled

Livestock Publications Council welcomes you to
The 9th annual 

LPC Royal Gala Red Carpet Event
Friday, November 2, 2012 

7-11 p.m. American Royal headquarters
1701 American Royal Court, Kansas City, Missouri

Cocktails, hors d’oeuvres and food stations

Unveiling of the 2012 Hall of Honor Inductees
Dr. Jonathan Beever, University of Illinois–Headliner Award 
Glen Klippenstein, Maysville, Missouri–Hall of Fame Honoree

Announcement of the 2013 Hall of Honor Inductees 
A fabulous evening of fun, camaraderie and special events

Unique auction items for your consideration
Limited seating available.

Please send your ticket donation ($50/person) by October 19, 2012 to 
Megan Crudup 

LPC Royal Gala, 304 W 8th St., Kansas City, MO 64105 crudupm@osborn-barr.com

The funds raised during the annual LPC Royal Galas are used for the ongoing activi-
ties for LPC with the focus on the Livestock Publications Council Heritage Center at

the American Royal in Kansas City, Missouri. This is the ninth year for the Gala.
In 2005, the LPC Hall of Honor was unveiled which publicly honors those who have

made significant contributions to the agricultural and livestock publishing industries. The
Center receives many visitors each year who enjoy viewing more than 55 portraits of the
distinguished Hall of Fame and Headliner honorees, and plaques listing the Forrest
Bassford Student Award winners and the Ed Bible Distinguished Service Award winners.
The Hall of History is a part of the Hall of Honor portraits on the second floor of the

American Royal headquarters. Historical documents and elements are showcased and
show the evolution of the livestock publishing industry as well as photo collages reflect-
ing the people who have contributed to LPC from its beginning in 1974 to the present.

Honored this summer at the Ag Media
Summit were Dr. Jonathan Beever,
University of Illinois, (shown in top
photo with Jennifer Carrico) with the
LPC Headliner Award and Glen
Klippenstein, Maysville, Missouri (with
Christy Lee) as the newest inductee into
the Hall of Fame. Both will be honored
again at the LPC Royal Gala as their
portraits are hung in the LPC Hall of
Honor. 



Contributed by Jennifer Shike
Student Development Committee chairman
Our LPC Student Development Committee is plan-

ning our third “Speed Networking” event for Thur.,
November 1, at the American Royal in Kansas City.
This is a great place as a professional to offer your
insight, experiences and expertise to the students who
will be participating in this event.
This event will take place above the offices at the

American Royal from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. A brief meet-
ing will be held at 6 p.m. with the professionals to
provide a few tips and discuss the flow of the
evening. We will have an informal gathering follow-
ing this event with pizza and drinks for everyone.
This will allow students and professionals an extra
opportunity to visit in a more informal setting.

So, what’s a Speed Networking Event?
Speed networking is a fun opportunity for you, as

an agricultural communications professional, to
briefly (did I say briefly?) share your story, tell stu-
dents a little about what you do, tips for success,
opportunities in the industry, etc. Last year, we had 50

students and 22 profes-
sionals attend this
event. The room will be
set up with enough
tables to have 4-5 stu-
dents and 2-3 profes-
sionals at each table. If
you are unable to attend
this year, be share this
information with your
co-workers.

Attire
We are encouraging business casual attire for this

event. However, we understand it’s a stock show so
jeans are fine, too. Promote your company!
In addition to providing a great service to our

future ag communicators, we believe this is a great
way to find potential summer interns or future
employees. We will have gift bags for each student to
speed things up so professionals don’t have to take
time to hand out materials at the tables. Each profes-
sional is invited to send information, brochures, busi-
ness cards, or other goodies to share with the students.
Please coordinate with me in advance so I can con-
firm where to send your items. We will putting
together the bags on Thursday morning at the
American Royal. If you are close or will already be
there and want to drop them off, that’s great. If you
won’t be there until Thursday night, it would be great
to get them in advance.
This is an excellent way to give back to the future

of agricultural communications. Your story and tidbits
of advice are of great value to these students – please
join us for a fun night of sharing! Please email me at
jshike@illinois.edu if you are interested in participat-
ing! We will have a much better idea in mid-October
of how many students to expect and will finalize
details then. For now, we’re trying to develop a list of
industry professionals we can count on to make this
happen! For more
information contact
Jennifer Shike,
jshike@illinois.edu

NETWORKING
at the 2012 American Royal in Kansas City

Thursday, Nov. 1 from 6:30-8:30 p.m.
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Last year’s event brought in 50 students with 22 professionals
offering their advice in the ag communications industry.  



If you were not able to make it to Albuquerque or you attended a different session and wanted to still see 
another, we have posted some videos and updates from these sessions where you might be able to pick up some tips. 

For example, here are some tips from the 60 Ideas in 60 Minutes which turned into 70 in 60!
Timesavers

6. Develop a schedule for checking emails and only check at those times.
Work Smarter

19. When drafting an emotional email response, leave and come back later to reread.
Professional Development

64. Leaders read books. Ask mentors if there are certain books they recommend. Suggestions:
“Bird by Bird” by Anne Lamott, “Drive” by Daniel H. Pink, Harvard Business Journal

Read almost forgotten authors, like James Thurber and Damon Runyon 

Check all of this out at: www.agmediasummit.com/learn and www.agmediasummit.blogspot.com

LPC annually inducts one of its distin-
guished leaders into the Hall of Fame. This
honor is reserved for those who have adhered
to high standards of professionalism in all
aspects of their endeavors. The award is open
to anyone who has been listed on the mast-
head of an LPC member publication or a serv-
ice member. Contributing editors who come
from the ownership organization of a member
publication are also eligible. Nominees may
be persons who are currently active or those

who have moved on to other endeavors. The
award is open to persons in sales, circulation,
production and editorial.
The LPC Headliner Award honors a person

from outside the livestock publishing field for
actions that produce a positive change in live-
stock production and marketing. These actions
could range from genetic research to market-
ing advances or scientific discoveries. The
important factor is that these actions produce
a positive change. 

The official forms are located at www.live-
stockpublications.com. Nominations will on
stay file for 3 years if this nominee is not 
selected this year. An attachment no more
than two pages is to be included and will help
the LPC Board of Directors understand why
your candidate is worthy of this award. 

Questions? Contact Awards Chairman, Don
Norton, donn@boelte.com or Diane Johnson
at 817/336-1130, dianej@flash.net.

LPC Style Guide 
Now Available
One of the major projects that LPC has been working on for a few years has

been a Style Guide that focuses on livestock terminology. This was unveiled at
the Ag Media Summit in Albuquerque. It is now available for download from
the LPC site and is free of charge. We encourage you to promote the Style
Guide to others in the livestock industry who could benefit from it. This might
be your local newspaper, livestock shows, extension offices, etc.  
A special thanks is extended to those who allowed us to use their style guides

to complete this project. An abbreviation for the source of the information fol-
lows each entry and represents the following: Drovers (DJ), Kansas Livestock
Association (KLA), The American Quarter Horse Journal (QH), American
Sheep Industry Association (ASI), Paint Horse Journal (PHJ), National Hog
Farmer (NHF), Hereford World (HW), National Swine Registry (NSR), Pork
Leader (PL), Texas A&M University (TAM), and the Wyoming Business
Council (WBC). Please contact the LPC office for for clarifications or to add
your style guide information. 

Advancing livestock media professionals

Style Guide
Published Fall 2012

Livestock Publications Council
Diane E. Johnson, executive director
910 Currie St.  Fort Worth TX 76107  

dianej@flash.net   •  www.livestockpublications.com 
office: 817/336-1130 

More from Albuquerque

The pdf file is available at:  http://www.livestockpublications.com/stylebook.php

Nomination Process for LPC Headliner or LPC Hall of Fame 
DEADLINE: OCTOBER 20, 2012



Wanna win $200?
Here’s your chance to design the logo for the 

2013 Ag Media Summit and 
pocket the money!

This contest is open to any LPC or AAEA member or student member of either organization. 
ACT members, you may participate if you are a student member of either organization. 

Things to consider:
It’s the 15th annual event. 
Location: Buffalo, New York 
Dates: August 3-7, 2013

Theme: Just Wing It! AMS 2013 (you might want to research why!)

Keep in mind this logo is used in a variety of mediums from signage to the web
site to giveaways so don’t make it so complicated that it does not reproduce well.

Also it’s a good idea to design it so it looks good in black and white too.
NEW: AMS is now a registered name so the ® must appear on the logo.

Deadline for submission: 
October 15, 2012  • 5 pm CDT

Please submit as a pdf but keep it so that you can modify it
slightly if the committee requests that. 

(Ultimately we will need to have it in vector art form.)
You may submit as many entries as you wish. 

Please put in subject line: YOUR NAME and 2013 LOGO ENTRY
Send all entries to: dianej@flash.net

The AMS Steering Committee will vote on the entries and their decision is final. 
The logo then becomes the property of the AMS and it will be the logo for the 2013 event only.

Questions? contact Diane Johnson, 817/336-1130; dianej@flash.net



NETWORKING
at the 2012 American Royal in Kansas City

Thursday, Nov. 1 from 6:30-8:30 p.m.

ACT chapters are encouraged to make the most of their Kansas City trip by setting up tours 
of public relations agencies, breed associations, and magazines in the area! Or enjoy a 
day at the American Royal watching some of the highest quality livestock shows in the 
country.

This event is free - so you have nothing to lose! And, you can return home in time for football games on Saturday!

Attention ACT Members!

Join agricultural communications professionals for a fun Speed Networking event at the 
2012 American Royal in Kansas City on Thursday, Nov. 1 from 6:30-8:30 p.m. in the 
American Royal headquarters (second floor above the administrative offices) for an 
awesome night of networking and career-building experiences. 

Not only is this a great way to  learn more about the diverse career opportunities available in the field of 
agricultural communications, but it’s also a unique way for students to gain leads on internship and job openings 
for the coming year.

PS:

SPEED



 
Professional Development Stipend Program 

 
LPC will offer up to 3 stipends of up to $1,000 each to LPC members to help cover expenses to a professional development class, 
seminar or workshop, which includes Ag Media Summit or IFAJ congress. 
 
The LPC board of directors believes that expanding knowledge and excitement in one’s profession will keep dedication and 
commitment to that job. 
 
Stipend criteria: 

- Open to any LPC member. 
- Fill out application. 
- Submit the information on the conference you wish to attend. 
- Provide an estimated budget for your expenses to the event. 
- In 250-350 words describe why you should receive this stipend, your professional goals and how you will use this award for 

professional development. 
- Write a short piece for the LPC Actiongram after you have attended the professional development event, telling how you 

used the stipend and how it will help you become a better ag communications professional. 
- The stipend funds should be used within a year of when it is awarded. If it is not used because of an emergency, please 

contact the LPC executive director. 
 
The application must be postmarked or received electronically by December 15, 2012. Stipend recipients will be contacted by January 
10, 2013. 
 
The stipend recipients will be selected by a group of three judges.  
 
Send application to:   
Jennifer Carrico 
24338 G Avenue 
Redfield, IA 50233 
515-833-2120 
jcarrico@hpj.com 

 
LPC Personal Development Stipend Application Form 

(please use this information and complete on one page with your essay attached on separate page) 
 
 
Name:  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address: _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone:  _____________________________________________________ E-mail:  __________________________________________________ 
 
Current employer (Company name):  ______________________________ Your job title at work:  _______________________________________ 
 
Number of years LPC member:  __________________________________ 
 
Conference you plan to attend: ___________________________________ 
 
LPC involvement (current and past committees, activities, elected office, etc.): 
 
 
 
Add another page with your 250- to 350-word essay on why you should receive this stipend, your professional goals and how you will use this 
award for professional development. 


