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Can you feel it?
I sure can. Excitement is definitely in the
air in LPC circles.
Based on reports I am getting, the workshop
in Boise, Idaho, was a smash hit. I for one will
admit that I never dreamed our workshops
would so quickly blossom into what they have
become. Based on the attendance, it is obvious
our members have embraced the concept and
our committees are doing a wonderful job
making sure the workshops have meaningful
content. In today’s hustle, bustle and jampacked schedules, the attendance speaks volumes as to the quality of the workshops.
Speaking of workshops, by the time you
read this, folks will be gathered in Kansas
City for the LPC workshop focusing on sales
and marketing. It’s the first time LPC has
tackled those topics under out workshop format, but I’m confident it will live up to the
high standards set for it by the workshops that
have already taken place this spring.
The new and improved LPC Web site
(www.livestockpublications.com) has been up
and running for several months now and is
packed with all kinds of information in an
easy to navigate format. And since I have only
gotten one suggestion on how to improve the

new Web site, I am going
to assume it is darn near
perfect.
Just in case you forgot,
it is time to register for the
Ag Media Summit scheduled for July 26-30 at the
Saddlebrook Resort near
Tampa, Florida. This year
Kyle Haley
LPC President
marks the 10th anniversary of
AMS, the largest gathering of crop and livestock media professionals in the U.S.
Sponsorship dollars are up, booth numbers
for the InfoExpo are really impressive and
early registrations indicate we will have another great turnout this year. All of this means
that not only will AMS be another great learning and networking experience for those who
attend, but also the revenue generated by the
event will help keep LPC on the solid financial foundation it currently sits on.
If you haven’t already done so, please visit
www.agmediasummit.com to register.
Pack your golf clubs, bathing suits, sun
glasses and flip flops, and plan to have a great
time while bettering yourself professionally in
the process.
I will see you there.

The 10th anniversary of the Ag Media Summit is quickly approaching! We’re headed back to Saddlebrook Resort near Tampa, Florida,
which was also the site of the 2004 Summit. The event kicks off on
Saturday, July 26 with agricultural tours of the area. Then on Sunday
afternoon the Summit will officially start with in-depth workshops
specific to Web presence, Web marketing and “how to find anything
on the internet.” That evening the famous Welcome Party will go from
6-11 pm with entertainment from our own AMS band, Quasimojo.
Monday morning includes an early tee time for golf enthusiasts plus a full day of workshops
and the grand opening of InfoExpo that includes more than 70 booths. Also on Monday, award ceremonies for the writing and design contests for LPC, AAEA and ACT will all occur. On Monday
night it’s a party by the pool with the first ever “Dive-In Movie” complete with snacks and laughs
from the movie, Caddyshack.
On Tuesday it’s another day of workshops that will end with a spectacular dinner and ceremonies where we will honor our award winners and celebrate the 10th anniversary of the Summit.
Wednesday morning will culminate with a meeting for anyone interested in helping with the
2009 Ag Media Summit which will host the International Federation of Agricultural Journalists
(IFAJ) Congress. Details of all of the events for this year’s Summit plus registration materials are
available at www.agmediasummit.com. Early registration is June 30!
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Let’s See You
in Pictures!
Have some photos you want to share for the
10th Anniversary Celebration at the Ag Media
Summit? We’re gathering them now! The presentation will be on Tuesday evening July 29 during the awards dinner. It will then be posted on
the Web sites of all of the organizations
involved. Send photos to dianej@flash.net

Want to Post a
Job Opening?
One of the benefits from your LPC membership is your access to post job openings on our
Web site. Click on job postings and sign up with
a user name (e-mail address) and password.
Upon approval by LPC, you may then post as
many jobs as you wish. There is a limit of 500
words for the job description. When the job is
filled or you want to delete the post, it’s simple
to log back on and delete the job description. We
hope that everyone finds this to be easier and
much more efficient with job openings. Now
you won’t have to wait for an Actiongram to be
distributed and these posts are open to the world.
There are several listed right now too -- check
them out!•

Notice of Annual Meeting
The annual meeting of the Livestock Publications Council will be Tuesday,
July 28, 2008 in Wesley Chapel, Florida at the Saddlebrook Resort starting at 8 am.
The board of directors will meet on Sunday morning at 8 am. If you are a
committee chairman and need to present a report, please let Diane know so
are listed on the agenda. The board meetings are always open meetings and
we also encourage you to attend the annual meeting.
This is the slate of officers from the nominating committee chaired by Lisa
Bryant and members Joe Roybal and Lori Maude. For your information, the
nominating committee is always made up of the past three presidents and
chaired by the immediate past president.
“The Nominating Committee recommends the following slate of officers
for 2008-2009:
President: Jim Bret Campbell, The American Quarter Horse Journal
First Vice President: Marilyn Brink, Kanwaka Communications
Second Vice President: Andy Atzenweiler, Missouri Beef Cattleman
Secretary-Treasurer: Scott Vernon, Brock Center, Cal-Poly State University
Immediate Past President: Kyle Haley, Limousin World
For the board of directors, the nominating committee recommends the following for re-election to new 3-year terms:
Stan Coffman, Ozarks Farm & Neighbor
Christy Lee, Seedstock Edge
Angie Denton, Hereford World
Jay Carlson, BEEF
Nominated to a brand new 3-year term is: Cindy Cunningham, National
Pork Board.
Continuing as board members:
Don Norton, Boelte-Hall
Stephanie Veldman, Broadhead + Co.
Carey Brown, Cow Country News
Scarlett Hagins, Kansas Stockman
Kathy LaScala, Drovers/Dairy Herd Management/Pork
Beverly Moseley, Land and Livestock Post

People News
• Curt Lancaster is the new director of Advertising Sales & Marketing for
Texas Farm Bureau communications products which includes LPC member,
Texas Agriculture. Lancaster has been serving as Texas Farm Bureau’s
Radio Services Director for the last 7 years, building the Texas Farm Bureau
Radio Network.
• Jennifer and Dan Shike welcomed Hunter James into
their family on April 17 at 3:43 p.m. He weighed 7 lb., 11
oz., and was 20 3/4 inches long and joins “Big Sister”
Olivia. Jennifer is a past student award winner for LPC and
is the director of junior activities at the National Swine
Registry. Congratulations!

The Roving
Reporter
Wants to
Know

Name: Lisa Bryant
Age: 36
Board Position: Past President
Hometown/State: Stillwater, OK
Number of years in LPC: 13
1. How did you get involved in LPC? When I went to work for
Hereford World, Ed Bible encouraged me to become active. LPC’s
summer convention was held in Kansas City the next summer after so
Ed got me to co-chair a committee. I became acquainted with the awesome membership in the Kansas City area that way and was hooked.
2. Describe your mornings. Are they hectic or carefully
planned? Crazy hectic.
3. How long have you known your best friend? I have three people who I consider best friends: one I grew up next to, one I met on
the LPC board and one adopted my family when I moved to Ada.
4. What is your favorite cartoon character? Calvin and Hobbes.
5. What is a lifelong dream you are working on obtaining? I’m
working on balance and meaning. When I leave this world, I’d like
to know I made it a better place somehow.
6. Are you an avid Facebook or Myspace member? I recently
joined because Scott Vernon said at our last board meeting that it’s
a great place to network with students, but I don’t spend a lot of
time on it unless someone sends me a message.
7. What are you listening to right now? I wear out my Gary Allan
and Big & Rich CDs.
8. Spicy food or plain pasta? Spicy. I think I must be half
Mexican and half Italian.
9. You have $500 cash with no strings attached. What would
you do with the money? Help pay for the house I just bought and
all those extra expenses that come along with it.
10. Frozen Yogurt or Ice Cream Sundae with all the toppings?
Braum’s Banana Fudge Sundae.
11. What is your heritage? I grew up on a cow-calf, pecan and hay
operation in south central Oklahoma. I showed my first heifer while
I was in kindergarten and was really active in the state and national
junior Hereford associations. I did 4-H and a lot of other activities
through school and then judged livestock and meats in college.
12. What do you worry about the most? In livestock terms, I’m
homozygous bred to worry. Even if you’re swamped with business, I
think anyone who is self employed always worries. I’m definitely a Type
A. I had my first ulcer by the time I was a sophomore in high school.
13. In what ways to you consider someone rich? I have been in
an extreme work load, high stress situation for the past several
years. Work controlled my life 24/7 so I really admire people who
can have a fulfilling career that doesn’t consume them, leaving time
for family, friends and hobbies. I decided to make a life change so
I’m hoping I can find more balance in life for the important things.
Note: As a side note announcement, I am leaving my freelance business to
take a job marketing the Division of Agriculture at Oklahoma State
University the end of this month.

Get your cameras out and start
snapping away or find that winning photo
in your files because it’s time for the Best of
the Bunch Photo Contest! Held each year
during the Ag Media Summit it is named
after Paul Andre, retired editor of BEEF
magazine and long time coordinator
of this contest. Cash prizes are awarded!

Paul Andre

Best of the Bunch
Photo Contest
RULES - READ CAREFULLY!
• Enter each photograph in one of three categories:
A. Livestock
B. Livestock industry people
C. Livestock scenic (such as a landscape)
D. General (the sky’s the limit!)
• All entries must be original un-retouched photos.
• There is no limit to the number of entries you may enter and there is
no entry fee.
• All photographs must be mounted on lightweight stock. Minimum size
for entry is 8”x10” to 10”x12”. With the mounting the maximum size
of the entry can be no more than 10”x14” inches.
• All photos must be identified with name, affiliation and category. This
should be typed or printed on white paper and affixed to the back of
each photo. Unidentified photos will be disqualified.
• Those entering photos must work for a member publication of LPC
(name must appear in the masthead) or be a service member of LPC.
Student members of LPC are also eligible to enter.
• Any photograph that has won a division in the Best of the Bunch contest previously is not eligible for entry.
• The photo contest committee reserves the right to reassign entries to
appropriate category, if necessary.
• Entries will be taken until 11 am Mon., July 28 at the registration desk.
• Contestants unable to attend the Summit are responsible for making
arrangements in getting their photo(s) returned. •
For more information or questions contact Chairman Amy Bader,
American Salers • amy@salersusa.org

Design
Tips:
Mark Winchester,
MacAnswers, was one of
the speakers at the
Western Regional
Workshop and offered
these Web sites as helpful
resources.
Do you have another
great one that you want to
share? Let us know!

Font options:
MyFonts.com
FontSite.com
FontDiner.com
FontGarden.com
Image sources:
IStockPhoto.com
PhotoSpin.com
NovaDevelopment.com
Training and idea options:
TheLawlers.com
PhotoshopUser.com
Lynda.com
KelbyTraining.com
CreativePro.com

The first ever LPC design and writing workshop held
west of the Rocky Mountains was held May 28-29 in
Boise, Idaho. And for those who made the effort to get there
certainly got their money’s worth. The speakers were
exceptional and the attendees got to really dig in with their
questions which turned it in to a very personalized experience for everyone. The tours on Wednesday included a mint
farm and distillery and a fascinating tour of the
Amalgamated Sugar Company where they process sugar
beets and turn them in to sugar products. The day culminated with tours of a local distillery that makes potato vodka
and fruit brandies followed by a delightful evening outside
at Bitner Vineyard where we were treated to a tri-tip beef
dinner and other Idaho products including Idaho potatoes.

After the day of tours
the group poses just
before dinner at the
Bitner Vineyards on a
magnificent cool
evening. Vineyards fill
this valley and the
view was truly incredible. At left is Rick
Stott representing
Agri-Beef who sponsored the beef product
for dinner. His presentation enlightened the
group on Agri-Beef
and also the beef
industry and its future.
At right are two photos from the
Amalgamated Sugar
Beet Plant. From raw
sugar beets to bagged
sugar the tour was a
great education on
this valuable product.
Did you know you
can’t tell the difference between sugar
from sugar beets and
from sugar cane?
Photo at left is from
the Koenig Distillery
known for its fruit
brandies. (sugar beet
and distillery photos
from Mike Shipman)

A huge thanks goes to committee chairman Maggie
Malson. Maggie is the editor of the Line Rider and News
Brief (Idaho Cattleman’s Assn.) and is a past student travel
winner for LPC. She took on this project on her own to
bring attention to the Northwest and also as a service to
LPC members (and potential members) located in the
Northwest. She also wanted us to see the beauty of Idaho
and that we did! Let’s just say that she went over the top in
getting this task done and for those who took advantage of
the workshop were not disappointed. Also credit must go to
Kelli Toledo, Trailhead Designs, who created the promotional materials. Kelli is one busy gal, but took time to help
us out with her incredible design talent. Thank you Kelli!!!

Best of the Best! At left is one of
the leading photographers in the
world. David Stoecklein spent
three hours with us but we would
have listened all day! His ability
to capture photos gave us all
inspiration to try and improve our
photo skills. He also took the time
to autograph his books and visit
here with Kim Holt. At right, we
heard from one of the best writers
in the industry. Steve Werblow has
a knack with words both on paper
and in his presentation and his wit
kept the group hanging on to every
word. What a treat for LPC to
have the best in the business
enlighten us on perfection!
At right Dale Dixon offered insight
in to change in our industries and
how to deal with it. He is a media
consultant in the Boise area and
comes from an ag background.

Photos courtesy of Maggie Malson and
Mike Shipman. Be sure to see
more great tour pictures at
www.blueplanetphoto.com/lpc.

The day also included creative design tips from Mark
Winchester (center on panel)
and then ended with a lively
panel discussion with Steve,
Mark, and Tim O’Byrne,
Working Ranch Magazine.
They addressed the issues in
working with freelancers from
both sides of the fence. A caution was thrown out that you
need to be prepared before
you hang out your shingle
and want to become a freelancer!
Spending two days together
brings a group together too!
So an enjoyable evening was
had by all including dinner at
a Basque restaurant to top off
our Idaho experience. At left
Maggie is thanked with flowers by Diane Johnson.

One of our LPC members arrived back from China just days after the initial earthquake hit in the Sichuan Province. I spoke to Beverly
just after she came home and had written this compelling account. We reprint with permission from Land & Livestock Post and you
can see the article and photo: http://www.landandlivestockpost.com/A-world-away--an-earthquake-hits-home2008-06-06T09-13-57

A world away, an earthquake hits home
By Beverly Moseley
Land & Livestock Post
It could have been just another natural
disaster I was reading about on the wire
service. But it wasn't. I was seeing the faces
and hearing the voices. My eyes brimmed
with tears as I tried to get my mind around
what had happened while I slept.
More than 4,000 dead, the Associated
Press reported by 8 a.m. "How can that be?"
I asked myself as the words stared back at
me from my computer. I stared back,
unmoving.
Chengdu, Xian, Sichuan Province -China. Just a few days ago I was traveling
through portions of Sichuan Province. I
spent the night in Chengdu and visited the
country's beloved Giant Panda Breeding and
Research Center. I met the people. I saw the
beautiful, terraced crops of wheat and rice
that traced lines across the area's mountains.
I watched the death toll rise that day just
as steadily as the sun crossed from our side
of the world to China's. By the time the sun
set in Texas, more than 10,000 people were
reported dead from the worst earthquake to
hit China in 30 years. I woke up the next
morning to more than 12,000 dead -- many
of them young people. My son is 23. I grieve
for the parents. More tears. I rarely cry.
What if the earthquake had hit May 1?
That was the first day of the country's threeday Labor Day celebration. Children were
out of school May 1. How many young lives
would have been saved? I don't know. What
I do know is my group spent the night in
Chengdu that evening.
Life changed in the breadth of a moment
for the people of China on May 12. You
can't help but keep thinking: "My God, we
could have been there." God's grace blessed
our group.
I was in China as a member of the Texas
Agricultural Lifetime Leadership -- TALL X
class -- a two-year agricultural leadership
development program. The class is made up
of 24 agriculture industry professionals from
across Texas. Jim Mazurkiewicz, known as
"Dr. Jim," is the director of the Texas A&M
System AgriLife Extension program.
I remain worried about the people we
met, such as one precious woman in rural
Sichuan Province. To me, she was the most
gracious, beautiful woman in all of China.

Our group was visiting her village when she
warmly invited us into her bare home. I
cherish the photo of the two of us. Could
that house withstand an earthquake? My
mind tells me no.
While there, Dr. Jim's compassion led
him to discreetly hand her some money
while he was in the house. I had already
stepped out when he made the gesture.
When he met me on the road outside her
house he asked me to go back to the house
and check on her. I was told by my group
that she sobbed and told them how her son
had been hurt doing construction work and
she earns money picking up garbage. Our
tour guide interpreted.
I can still see the intensity and sweetness
of her eyes and feel the power of her words
when she walked up to me on the road a few
minutes later. She grabbed my hands and
starting speaking rapidly and passionately
with the money
tucked in her
hand. Why she
came up to me I
don't know.
It was a
helpless feeling,
not understanding her words.
However, something passed
between us on
that road -some understanding. Her
intensity
brought tears to my eyes.
Is she still alive? Will that money help
her to survive the devastating, long-term
effects of the earthquake? I'll never know.
My heart is heavy for Vivian, a young,
married Chinese woman who was our tour
guide for Chengdu and the Giant Panda
Breeding and Research Center. What I
remember is her love for the pandas. Her
voice and face would soften when she spoke
of the baby pandas. Was she in the panda
center leading another group of tourists
when the earthquake hit?
It breaks my heart to think Vivian could
have perished in the quake. It's Vivian's
voice I keep hearing over and over, saying
the word Chengdu during the bus ride to the
Panda center.

Is Vivian safe? I feel I'll never know.
How is our tour guide, Bruce Lee, who is
married and has a preteen son who loves to
play basketball? I've been wracking my
brain trying to remember where he said he
lived. The group told me that after he said
goodbye to us at the airport in Shanghai he
was headed home.
What I will remember about Lee is that
instead of shaking my hand goodbye, he
hugged me. Displays of affection were a
rare sight in China.
How is Lee, who spent two weeks traveling China with us?
Did the Terra Cotta Warriors of Shaanxi
Province withstand a 7.9 earthquake? Did
they topple upon each other?
I heard the day after the earthquake from
people I met in Beijing and Shanghai. They
are well. I received an e-mail from one of
the professors at the Northwest Agricultural
and Forestry University.
"A strongly and dead
earthquake had happened in
Sichuan Province which near
Shaanxi Province. But we are
very well here now. Thank you
very much to care about us."
I do care.
These are my words, my
memories, my worries and my
questions about how the earthquake in China affected me.
Throughout the panda
center there were placards of
quotations. The only one I took
a picture of was by John Muir,
the famous naturalist and conservationist.
The words now prove prophetic to me:
"When one tugs at a single thing in
nature, he finds it attached to the rest of the
World."
My world is attached to China forever
now. My world is also attached to the 23
wonderful people I just spent two years with
traveling Texas, the U.S., Mexico and China.
I knew when I was accepted into the
TALL program it would change my life,
never dreaming of the change inside that
would take place. And never dreaming how I
would carry these people in China in my
heart forever.
• As of May 26, more than 60,000 people
have died as a result of the massive earthquake that hit China May 12.

“When one tugs

at a single thing
in nature, he
finds it attached
to the rest of the
World.

”

