Actiongram
Advancing livestock media professionals

LPC EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
Christy Lee, President
Cee Lee Communications
christy@ceeleecommunications.com
Don Norton, First Vice President
Boelte-Hall
donn@boelte.com
Angie Denton, Second Vice President
Hereford World
adenton@hereford.org
Scarlett Hagins, Secretary-Treasurer
Kansas Stockman
scarlett@kla.org
Kathy LaScala, Immediate Past President
Lee Publications
katelascala@gmail.com
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Carey Brown (‘15)
Cow Country
cbrown@kycattle.com
Jay Carlson (‘14)
BEEF
jcarlson@beef-mag.com
Jennifer Carrico (‘14)
High Plains Journal
jcarrico@hpj.com
Cindy Cunningham (‘14)
National Pork Board
ccunningham@pork.org
Mike Deering (‘15)
Missouri Cattleman’s Assn.
mike@mocattle.com
Keri Geffert English (‘15)
Keri.GeffertEnglish@gmail.com
Greg Henderson (‘15)
Beef Today/CattleExchange.com
ghenderson@farmjournal.com
Kent Jaecke (‘16)
Focus Marketing Group
wildcatjake@hotmail.com
Leanne Peters (‘14)
CattleBusiness in Mississippi
cbmag@att.net
Shelly Sitton (‘16)
Oklahoma State University
shelly.sitton@okstate.edu
Diane E. Johnson, executive director
910 Currie St. Fort Worth TX 76107
dianej@flash.net • www.livestockpublications.com
office: 817/336-1130

Jan.

2014

Lessons from the road
(and sky) warriors
Elvis. Snow. Barbeque. Hotels without water. Snow. Ice. Canceled
flights. Did I mention snow?
If you’re a Facebook friend of mine (and if you’re not – well, why
not? Let’s be friends!), you have (perhaps unwillingly) followed my
(failed) attempt to get to the LPC winter board meeting, originally
scheduled for Jan. 6-7 in New Orleans.
Many of the board members were flying from locations hit hard by
the Polar Vortex – they simply couldn’t get to New Orleans. And I
spent a few unplanned days in Memphis, not able to get home because
of the harsh weather. It allowed me the chance to visit Graceland,
enjoy some excellent barbeque on Beale Street and learn how to manage “Survivor” style in a hotel that loses water because of freezing
temperatures.
The safety of our board members trumped meeting on that date.
And we have now rescheduled the meeting for March 17-18. By golly,
we will have that meeting!
The meeting wasn’t canceled for lack of trying. Or lack of experience. Many of our LPC board members – both past and present –
spend many days and nights traveling for their careers. This month,
I’ve asked three to share their best tips learned through experience.
I’m most definitely going to put some of these tips to use. But
where are the tips on navigating with international tourists through
The King’s Jungle Room?

Jim Bret Campbell
Executive Director, National
Cutting Horse Association
LPC Past President
Has traveled 30-50 percent of
the time for 16 years
“Packing for a big event or
show is a challenge, even
when you’re driving. It’s especially true when you have to
pack multiple pairs of boots,
starched jeans and sports coats.
I don’t know that I’ve mastered it, but here are a few
things I’ve learned over the
years:
1. Airlines are serious about
weight restrictions, and I’m
tight enough that I don’t like to

give them extra money. Since I
usually travel with one suitcase
and a laptop bag that’s already
full, I don’t have any capacity
to move weight from one bag
to another. I like to invest in
the lightest-weight suitcase
possible, so that all of the
weight can be dedicated to the
contents. Having said that, I
like to buy middle-of-the-road
suitcases. The airlines tear up
the cheap ones in a trip or two
and the expensive ones don’t
last much longer than an average one.
2. Save the plastic bags
from the dry cleaners, and put
your shirts and sports coats in

Christy Lee
Cee Lee Communications
2013-14 LPC President

them before you fold them
over in your suitcase. The plastic cuts down on a lot of ironing.
3. When I make flight, hotel
and car reservations, I take the
time to send the confirmations
to my Outlook calendar and
save it all as a calendar item.
That way, I have all of the information on my phone the day
I need it. I also sign up for the
e-mail and/or text notifications
with the airlines. There have
been more than a few times
that I’ve gotten a text about a
gate change or flight delay that
saved me. I’ve played around
with a few of the apps that are
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supposed to manage all of your travel information, but I haven’t found one I like yet.
4. But the one app I couldn’t live without
is Flight Track Pro. It’s worth the $9.95
price tag to know when flights are slowing
down in other parts of the country, what’s
happening with your flight and alternative
flights that you can catch.
5. Finally, never, ever yell at a gate agent.
Most of the time, it’s not their fault a flight is
delayed or canceled and they’re trying to do
their jobs the best then can. I’ve hardly ever
seen yelling work. However, I have found
that a kind word or two might at least get you
a meal voucher or an alternate trip plan on the
earliest flight available.

Angie Stump Denton
Editor, Hereford World
Director of Communications, American
Hereford Association
Attends 12-14 events each year
I don’t know if I’m the best at giving packing
tips, as I still probably pack too much. Jewelry and shoes are always a problem for me.
But I always make a list of clothes, shoes and
jewelry, trying to plan for each day’s activities. I’ve found this helps me not over-pack as
much as I once did. I also try to roll clothes
when possible, as I’ve found this takes less
room in the suitcase. To reduce space, I also
try to put shoes into other pairs of shoes.

I don’t leave on a trip without my bag of
medicine. Anything you could need
from Tylenol® to cough syrup to BandAids®. I also am a big believer in Airborne®.
I start taking it three days before a trip and
while I’m on the trip, especially prior to the
American Royal, Reno and Denver.
I also love my ThinkTank® rolling
camera/computer bag. I don’t use it at stock
shows because I don’t want it to get dirty as
I drag it through a cattle barn, but I use it for
all my other trips. It’s very handy and
convenient.
I’ve also invested in a MiFi mobile
hotspot. It is very valuable when traveling.
I can be online when riding a tour bus and
don’t have to pay hotel fees if it does not
offer free WiFi. And the best thing I’ve done
recently is get an American Airlines credit
card that allows my bags to fly free.
Cindy Cunningham
Asst. Vice President, Communications,
National Pork Board
Travels 35-40 trips per year
“Looking back at my travel for the year, I
can see why I am tired! I do a combination
of flying and driving, and I can assure you I
pack significantly different based on mode
of transportation.
When flying, I still prefer to check my
bags. I have too much ‘girl stuff’ to fight

with security. Several of my trips are fivenighters. My goal is to get as close to the 50pound limit as possible and then use the
sympathetic smile at the ticket counter when
I miscalculated.
One of my early bosses taught me to
never pack more than I can carry, and that
has been good advice.
For driving, I feel a bit more freedom.
I have the best hanging cosmetic bag – completely loaded with everything I use daily, or
could ever possibly need. It is a double to
the products I have in my bathroom. That
helps so I can be totally packed the night before.
With a few basic essentials and some
great accent pieces like jewelry and scarves,
I can change up outfits. And I never travel
with just one pair of shoes or boots. I once
watched a tragic heel-break incident in
Washington D.C. that taught me a huge lesson.
And finally, I’m pretty sure I know where
almost every Walmart in America is. Don’t
stress if you forgot something, use it as a
great excuse to experience the local culture
of wherever you are.
And my most important advice is to look
around when you are traveling. Sometimes
we get so caught up in our work that we forget to enjoy the experience!”•

LIVESTOCK PUBLICATIONS COUNCIL
dANNUAL LUNCHEONd
Wednesday, February 5, 2014
11:30 am - 1 pm Cheekwood G-H Room

during the National Cattlemen’s Beef Association Convention in Nashville, Tennessee

Incoming NCBA President Bob McCan has been
invited to address the group plus we’ll update
you on all of the exciting
LPC events planned for 2014.
You MUST RSVP by Thursday, January 30 to Diane dianej@flash.net or
call 817/336-1130 • No shows are highly discouraged.

Thanks to SFP for their co-sponsorship of
this event and for their
continued support of LPC and this luncheon.

LPC Stipend
Winner Report

By Amy Bader
Receiving the LPC Stipend
was an honor and afforded me the
opportunity to attend the Ag
Media Summit in Buffalo, NY. In
2012, I made the difficult decision
to leave the world of agriculture
on a full-time basis and pursue a
career in local government. I’ve
been blessed with the opportunity
to stay involved in agriculture by
continuing to build a cattle breed magazine, which allows me to stay
involved in LPC. I tell you this because it was amazing at how much
these sessions crossed over from agriculture to law enforcement with
the same type of issues, hurdles and misinformation.
The first session I was able to attend (being Chair of the Best of
the Bunch Photo Contest keeps me hopping) was Issues Management in the Age of Social Media. Daren Williams and Ray Gilmer
did a great job teaching us how to not only be reactive to a positive
or negative situation, but steps to take in order to be proactive and
become a trustworthy source of information. We also learned about
various sites to use to monitor our social media sites and when and
when not to respond to a comment/conversation going on. I have
been able to take the information they provided and utilize it in my
everyday job and have managed to increase the number of followers on both Facebook and Twitter.
To continue with the theme of social media, I also attended
Reaching Your Audience in Three (or More) Venues. This session
focused on showing us that utilizing Facebook and Twitter aren’t
the only ways to reach your audience. We need to be utilizing
video, blogs and mobile apps, yet continue to reach the audience
who still likes to read a paper in their hands. Sara Quinn also
showed us how to use an interactive web site to engage people and
make more of their experience online.
I’ve always had an interest in the marketing side of things and was
compelled to attend The Making of a PRSA Silver Anvil Finalist.
John Deere really hit this one out of the park when they took to a
marketing campaign that not only helped to feed the needy, but also
got them into the Guinness Book of World Records. What an incredibly, amazing example of how thinking way outside of the box can not
only benefit your brand, but bring awareness to the needs of the local
community. Anyone who attended this session should have walked
away trying to figure out a way to highlight their organization while
helping out their community. Again, I saw where this concept should
be utilized in any sector and went back to my real job with some neat
ideas on how we can reach out to our local community.
As always, there is no other place where you can network with
people in the livestock industry like you can at AMS. Between the
social events and trade show you are bound to walk away with new
friends and contacts of people who can help you out in any and all
aspects of your job. You can find stories, advertisers and companies
to print your materials all under one roof.
Thank you to the LPC Board of Directors for allowing me this opportunity to attend an extraordinary event in an amazing location…
come on, where else can you see the breathtaking Niagara Falls and
dress up as a flapper in one of the oldest hotels in New York? •

LPC CALENDAR
OF EVENTS

FEBRUARY 5
Annual Luncheon at NCBA Convention (see info page 2)
FEBRUARY 15
Deadline for Forrest Bassford Student Award applications
MARCH 1
Membership dues/renewals due
APRIL 17
Deadline for entries for LPC Publications Contest
MAY 15
Regional workshop for
LPC and American Agricultural Editors’ Assn. (AAEA)
Des Moines, Iowa
JULY 26-30
16th Annual Ag Media Summit, Indianapolis

Forrest Bassford Student
award apps due Feb. 15
We are happy to announce that Alltech will again be the major
sponsor of the Forrest Bassford Student Award. Scholarship applications for the award are available on LPC’s website. This
scholarship will be awarded in Indianapolis, at the 2014 Ag
Media Summit (AMS). Also, up to four travel scholarships of
$750 each will be awarded to deserving students who must be
able to attend the AMS. If you have questions, contact: Scarlett
Hagins, committee chairman, scarlett@kla.org. Deadline for applications is February 15, 2014.
About Alltech: Alltech is a global leader in the animal health
and nutrition industry and among the top 10 animal health companies in the world, focused on natural scientific solutions to
today’s biggest agriculture and food industry challenges. Headquartered in Nicholasville, Kentucky and with Bioscience Centres in the US, Ireland and Thailand, Alltech has offices and
distributors in 128 countries and 31 Tier 1 and Tier2 manufacturing facilities located strategically throughout the world. •

Stipends awarded to
LPC members

by Jennifer Carrico

The Livestock Publications Council board of directors believes
that expanding knowledge and excitement in one’s profession will
keep dedication and commitment to that job.
In 2013, the LPC board approved the addition of a new program
to help members expand their professional development.
For 2014, two $1,000 stipends were awarded to the following
LPC members: Jill Johnson, director of communications with the
Illinois Beef Association and Kasey Brown, associate editor with
the Angus Journal.
Johnson plans to attend the 2014 Ag Media Summit in Indianapolis,
and Brown plans to attend the 2014 IFAJ World Congress in Aberdeen, Scotland. Watch for reports from our stipend award winners
in the Actiongram later this year. •

EARN LEARN GROW
money

from the best

your portfolio

Presenting the

Livestock Publications Council
Student Internship Program
In its first-ever Student Internship Program, an initiative that pairs one top member organization
with one top student, LPC has chosen:

KENTUCKY CATTLEMEN’S ASSOCIATION

to offer a top-notch, paid internship to an applicant chosen from among the best and brightest
communications students. Learn more about KCA at www.kycattle.org.
Perks:
• Three-month, paid summer internship, beginning mid-May or June
• Gain experience in writing feature stories, advertising sales, ad design and layout, magazine
design, monthly e-newsletter development, reader campaigns, blogs, press releases, event planning
and more.
Details:
Students should be college juniors or seniors and members of Agricultural Communicators of
Tomorrow (ACT). Students with an agriculture background and experience in Adobe software
are preferred. Applicants must submit:
• Resume
• Work examples (three samples)
• Three recommendation letters
• Statement of interest in agricultural communications
Extended Deadline: Feb. 1
A panel of judges will interview student finalists.
Submit materials to:
Crystal Albers, LPC Student Development Committee
calbers@angus.org.
816-383-5134

Stand out from your peers, earn money and learn valuable skills!

