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Cereal Lessons

The toy wasn’t the only good
thing to come from a cereal box.
For many reasons, I’ll always remember
going to my grandparents’ house growing up.
But one reason that lasts in my memory is
always being able to go to their pantry and find
a box of Post Toasties at just about grandkideye level. I also remember that you wouldn’t
find my grandfather reaching down for that box
for his breakfast.
I asked him one time why he didn’t eat Post
Toasties. He cheerfully replied that he had eaten
enough of the little baked flakes during “The”
Depression to last him a lifetime. My insight
into my grandfather grew as he told me about
growing up through the Great Depression and
then growing a custom harvesting business and
farming through the droughts of the ’50s. In
time, he would also weather the energy crunch
of the 1970s and the cattle bust of the ’80s.
Looking back now, that conversation highlights and puts into perspective many of the
challenges that the horse industry is facing
today. There’s no denying that we’re facing
some new and different storms to withstand. On
the other hand, each of those eras had unique

2009

Winter
Jim Bret Campbell
LPC President

windstorms that the men and
women who were tied to the
land, to raising livestock and
to the American Quarter
Horse were able to weather.
The message we can take
from history is that raising
livestock (and writing about them) has never
been an easy way of making a living, but it
speaks just as loudly that the people who
choose this life have an amazing capacity to
take the punches and emerge on the other side.
It might require changing the way we do
business, it might require scaling back, it might
require tremendous fortitude, but the people in
this industry will survive. The bottom line is
that even though we don’t know when the economy will turn around, we can be reasonably
certain that it will turn around.
As we enter 2009, my hope for each of you
is that your pride in the livestock industry will
continue. Just as my grandfather left me, we
have a responsibility to uphold the legacy left
by the visionaries who built the publications
and organizations before us.
Here’s hoping this year is better than last.
I’ll bet my last bowl of Post Toasties on it.•

Forrest Bassford Student Award Applications
due February 15

Scholarship applications for the Forrest Bassford Student Award sponsored by LPC are available on the Web site and included in this newsletter This $1500 scholarship will be awarded in
Fort Worth, Texas, at the 2009 Ag Media Summit (AMS). Also, up to four travel scholarships of
$750 each will be awarded to deserving students who must be able to attend the AMS. If you
have questions, contact: Angie Denton, committee chairman,adenton@hereford.org. Deadline
for applications is February 15, 2009. •
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A Review on Office Bombardment Visits

In October, November and December, students across the country “bombarded” LPC members’ offices in the annual LPC Office Bombardment
Month. Students from Kansas State University visited Angus Productions
Inc. in Saint Joseph, Mo., University of Illinois students visited Seedstock
EDGE in West Lafayette, Ind., Jim Bret Campbell with the American
Quarter Horse Journal of Amarillo, Texas, spoke with Texas Tech
University agricultural communications students, and Beverly Mosely with
Land & Livestock Post of Bryan, Texas, gave a presentation to Texas A&M
University students. Watch for more information on the 2009 LPC Office
Bombardment Month.

Visiting the Seedstock EDGE office were University of
Illinois students: Dorothy Spencer, Ashley Boydstun,
Rachel Stuart, Jim Evans. In the front row are Seedstock
EDGE staff, Christy Lee, Kati Leslie, Tammy Taylor
and in the far back is Steve Weintraut (information and
photos from Christy Lee)
The Kansas City office of Osborn & Barr
Communications hosted a university visit from Missouri
State University, Springfield, MO. There were 29 students
and three professors who visited the office. Their purpose
was to allow the ag business students to explore, through
conference room discussions with management, various
aspects of each firm’s operation including marketing,
finance, operation and personnel. The students broke into three divisions – Account
Service, Public Relations and Creative to lean more about each division. A question
and answer session followed.
At right is Nathan Morris (far right in photo), Kearney , MO who participated in a
“job shadow” with the creative department at O&B. He shadowed each creative
writer and designer in the department for three days, met with vendors and was part
of the University visit. (information and photos from Amber Spafford)

Beverly Moseley is shown
at left with students from
Texas A&M University.
The class she spoke to
was an entry level Ag
Communications course.

Membership Drive now underway!

A membership drive for LPC started on January 1, 2009 and will go through June 30, 2009. The prize will be $500
cash! So start recruiting and make sure your contacts put YOUR name down as the recruiter. If there is a tie in the
number recruited, there will be a drawing during this summer’s AMS. Carey Brown, Cow Country News is already in
the lead! Questions? Need more information? Contact Diane, dianej@flash.net

National Cattleman’s Beef Association (NCBA) Convention in Phoenix
LPC members were everywhere!
2

1

1. Steve Cornett, Beef
Today; Barbara
Orringderff, The
Territorial; Joe Roybal,
BEEF
2. Curt Olson, Grace
Webb, Don Waite, all with
National Cattleman and
NCBA
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3. Polly Grant, NCBA;
Anita Vanderwert,
Brownfield Network
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4. Jay Carlson, BEEF; Wayne
Bollum, Bock & Associates; Joe
Roybal
5. Lyle Orwig, Charleston|Orwig;
Diane Johnson, LPC
6. Amanda Nolz, BEEF and Alaina
Burt, BEEF; Andy Atzenweiler,
Missouri Beef Cattleman
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7. Kindra Gordon, Gordon
Resources; Lynn Gordon, Nebraska
Dept. of Agriculture
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8. Greg Henderson, Drovers;
Cheryl Oxley, Angus Productions
Inc.; Colleen Church McDowell,
Osborn & Barr Communications;
Andy Atzenweiler
9. Andy Atzenweiler (again);
Diane Johnson; Don Norton,
Boelte-Hall; Amy Cowan,
American Hereford Assn.; Paul
Shanks, Boelte-Hall; Brad Parker,
North American Limousin
Foundation; Angie Denton,
Hereford World

Registration is now open if you are planning to attend the full week of events for the
Ag Media Summit (AMS) and the International Federation of Agricultural Journalists
Congress (IFAJ) Congress. The registration for the AMS only will open on April 1, 2009.
The combined AMS and IFAJ Congress include the dates of July 31 through Tuesday
night August 4. If you plan to come to the AMS event only the dates are Aug 2 - 5.
Complete information is available at www.agmediasummit.com and
www.ifaj2009.com. Both of these sites will continue to be updated so you can see blog
entries and full schedules to keep you in the know.

Buddy System - help wanted

Sunday Highlights of
AMS/IFAJ Congress
The Great Debate: Charlie Stenholm, U.S.
Representative for 26 years and current Senior
Policy Advisor for a leading agriculture law firm
and Barry Flinchbaugh, Ph.D., a top advisor to
the United States Department of Agriculture
(USDA) and a prominent professor of Agricultural
Economics. (Sunday afternoon)
Jim Richardson, an American photojournalist
working primarily for the National Geographic
Society and as a social documentary photographer
recognized for his explorations of small-town life.
Richardson is back by popular demand after his
presentation to us in 2006. (Sunday lunch)
Big 'Ol Western Welcome Party We’ll have
good Texas beef, cold beer and great music! You’ll
see a little of everything at this party when we
“pull out all of the stops” to show you a good
time! By now the Ag Media Summit participants
will be joining in and greeting you at this famous
Welcome Party. Get ready for a great evening with
a little bit of Texas in everything. (Sunday evening)

Are you ready to help out with the
IFAJ/AMs? Would you like to get to
know someone from a foreign country ?
Want to get involved with the AMS
and IFAJ Congress planning from the
comfort of your own desk? This year’s
event is going to offer a great opportunity for you to “travel abroad” in a
sense without ever leaving the U.S.
We are anticipating about 200 international guests from a multitude of
countries including Germany, Ireland,
The Netherlands, Sweden, Finland,
Australia, Great Britain, Japan and
many more. When I attended my first
Congress four years ago I had so many
questions -- not only about the
Congress itself but about the weather,
the currency, the transportation. I didn’t
know what I was to do once I arrived in
Zurich. Was it going to be cold? How
much money was I supposed to bring
and when should I exchange it? Oh the
questions went on and on. Since I didn’t
want to impose on the organizers with
all of my questions, I just stumbled
through everything and eventually it all
worked out.
This year, we want to make it as
simple as we can for our international
guests so we have created a “buddy system”. By volunteering to help with this,

you will “buddy up” with the attendees
as they register. If you have a preference in the country, then you’ll be able
to specify and we will try to connect
you with folks from that country.
Personally, I have a Swedish heritage
and would want to be matched with
someone from Sweden. Then I get to
know them just as they get to know
more about me.
Don’t worry about being able to
answer the questions. Many you will be
able to answer just by being familiar
with the Ag Media Summit and of
course any questions pertaining to the
U.S. like money, weather and transportation.
Becky Terry will be the point person
for all other questions that are specific
to the Congress and Summit or any that
you feel need some clarification. If you
are interested in this exciting opportunity to get involved, please send your
name and contact information to: Becky
Terry, becky@showboatco.com.
It will be very exciting when you
meet these people. In my past four
years of attending the Congress I have
become good friends with many of
them and feel that I have many new
“homes” to visit on my next trip abroad.

CRITIQUE CONTEST DEADLINE
March 20, 2009
Go to www.livestockpublications.com and click on
Online/Printable Forms or Member/Industry News
for rules and forms.

