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Merry Christmas and

W

Happy Holidays to all!

ow, how the days fly! It seems as
though we were just at Ag Media Summit (AMS) and then all of a sudden we
were at the LPC Royal Gala followed by what
seemed to be Thanksgiving the next day. I’m still
relishing in the wonder and magnificence of the
Gala. The teamwork, energy and great leadership
to pull everything together, continues to make this
event a “can’t miss” event.
And, the pride and joy bestowed upon our Hallof
Fame and Headliner award winners as they place
their plaque upon the “Hall of Honor” is just heartwarming. It’s such an incredible feeling to recognize those who have contributed so much to ensure
the success and viability of the livestock industries
we all serve.
Now the Christmas shopping season is in full
swing. I, for one, do all I can to avoid the malls
this time of year, but know many of our LPC family really enjoy participating in Black Friday and
Cyber Monday. I’m really not a scrooge. I love this
holiday and enjoy seeing the smiles and glowing
faces when someone opens a card or gift. I truly
believe in the saying “it’s better to give than receive,” and know many of you feel the same way.

The Christmas season
brings out the best in everyone and warms our hearts
LPC President
Kathy LaScala
with incredible feelings of
joy and anticipation, but it can be extremely stressful too. Shopping, wrapping, cooking (although
that’s one area I don’t have to worry about!) and
traveling; it can be a mess.
So here’s a little Christmas Cheer Recipe:
Combine loads of good wishes, heartfuls of
love and armfuls of hugs. Sprinkle with laughter
and garnish with mistletoe. Top off with presents.
Serves everyone! (Author unknown)
More importantly, as we hurry through the hustle and bustle, let us not forget the real meaning of
this glorious season.
What is Christmas? It is tenderness for the
past, courage for the present, hope for the future.
It is a fervent wish that every cup may overflow
with blessings rich and eternal, and that every path
may lead to peace. (Agnes M. Pharo)
“The Son of God became the Son of Man so
that Sons of Men could become Sons of God.”
Wishing all of you many blessings, safe travels,
much love and joy this holiday season!

MERRY CHRISTMAS
from your
LPC Board of
Directors~
We look forward to
a wonderful 2013.
Newsletter of the Livestock Publications Council, an international organization serving the dynamic livestock communications industry.

LPC business notes

Annual
LPC
Luncheon

2013 is just around the corner and lots of exciting things are planned for LPC
members and potential members! A few things to note for the first couple of months:
• The winter board meeting for LPC will be held on January 3 and 4 in San Antonio,
Texas. If you have something you would like added to the agenda, contact LPC
President Kathy LaScala, katelascala@gmail.com
• Dues notices will be mailed the first week of January. It certainly helps if these are
paid right away! Credit cards are now accepted for an additional service fee.
• Don’t forget to mark your calendar for February 7 for the annual luncheon at
NCBA. You do not have to be registered for the NCBA Convention to attend.
More details to come.
• February 15 - deadline for the Forrest Bassford Student Award applications.
Students~ -- it’s FREE money! See below for more information
• Are you interested in serving on the board of directors for LPC or on a committee?
Let us know!

Forrest Bassford Student
award applications due Feb. 15
We are happy to announce that Alltech will again be the major sponsor of the
Forrest Bassford Student Award. Scholarship applications for the award are
available on LPC’s website. This scholarship will be awarded in Buffalo, New
York, at the 2013 Ag Media Summit (AMS). Also, up to four travel scholarships
of $750 each will be awarded to deserving students who must be able to attend
the AMS. If you have questions, contact: Scarlett Hagins, committee chairman,
scarlett@kla.org. Deadline for applications is February 15, 2013.
About Alltech: Alltech is a global leader in the animal health and nutrition industry and among the top 10 animal health companies in the world, focused on
natural scientific solutions to today’s biggest agriculture and food industry
challenges. Headquartered in Nicholasville, Kentucky and with Bioscience Centres in the US, Ireland and Thailand, Alltech has offices and distributors in 128
countries and 31 Tier 1 and Tier2 manufacturing facilities located strategically
throughout the world. •

During the National Cattlemen’s
Beef Assn. (NCBA) Convention,
Tampa, Florida

February 7, 2013
11:30 am to 1 pm
Open to the world -- bring a
friend, client, yourself!
More details to come in
January Actiongram and in
your dues statement envelope

Reminder that Job Postings
are on the LPC site

Since the job postings can take up a lot of space in the Actiongram, you can now
post directly to the site at www.livestockpublications.com. Click on job postings and
sign up with a user name (e-mail address) and password. Upon approval by LPC,
you may then post as many jobs as you wish. There is a limit of 500 words for the
job description. When the job is filled or you want to delete the post, it’s simple to
log back on and delete the job description. We hope that everyone finds this to be
easier and much more efficient with job openings. Now you won’t have to wait for
an Actiongram to be distributed and these posts are open to the world. You must
be an LPC member to post jobs. There are several listed right now too -check them out!•

Congratulations to Brian Reid, The Showtimes
Magazine, who designed the winning logo for the
2013 Ag Media Summit. He gets a $200 “Christmas bonus” for his efforts! Watch for next year’s
announcement when the logo contest takes place.
You too can win the money!

FREE MONEY!

Be sure to check out the final page of this newsletter which includes the form for a new stipend program for LPC.
The board established this program where LPC will offer up to three stipends of $1,000 each to LPC members to
help cover expenses to a personal development class, seminar or workshop,
which includes Ag Media Summit or IFAJ Congress. DEADLINE IS DECEMBER 15, 2012!

My opportunity to see agriculture from a
global perspective. Germany in the fall.
A beautiful experience.
Some of you might have followed me on Facebook recently with my travels
to Germany. Since it is such a big event for livestock, I decided to share these
photos and explain a bit more about it. Also am throwing in a few pictures of
the end of my trip as I explored Germany and Belgium. Hope you enjoy!

Why did I go?

I was invited by the EuroTier (“tier” translated means “animal”) to experience this four day event described as the “top event worldwide for animal
husbandry experts”. One of their promotional brochure states “EuroTier
will fire you with enthusiasm - it has all you want to know about cattle, pigs,
poultry, sheep and aquaculture, the latest machinery and equipment, trends in
animal husbandry, management and services. And in addition a large programme of equipment and machinery connected with the production and use of
bioenergy”.
Well even after reading that, I still could not wrap my arms around what I
was going to see. Is it a competitive livestock show like our State Fairs? Is it a
trade show like our trade shows? Would there be animals on display? And
who were the attendees going to be? (That last question kept me asking a lot
more questions.)
And this is precisely why I was invited. My hosts wanted me to be able to
explain what this event is to the U.S. livestock media with hopes of having
U.S. press attend in future years. EuroTier is held every other year and in the
off years the event called “AgriTechnica” is held at the same time with the
emphasis on equipment and machinery.
I departed on Sunday, November 11 and arrived late Monday in to Hannover which was a two hour train ride from Frankfurt. It is located in the
northeastern portion of Germany and only 150 miles from the Poland border.
The photo at right is a bit blurry but the train ride along the countryside was
beautiful and this was caught late in
the day so the sun on the hills was
really pretty.
On Tuesday morning with a very
bright sunny day, I got my first experience at EuroTier.
Wow. Let me start out by saying – this thing is BIG. I have been
to a lot of State Fair facilities, big
convention centers, and seen some
sizeable trade shows. But this is massive. Massive booths, massive numbers of
The buildings (they call them “halls”) are all numbered and have
people. Massive amounts of money spent on these booths! So as you can take
signs (I circled it in pink above) indicating the main type of exhibitors
from this so far, I was in awe of the event within the first few hours.
in that building. There are 27 buildings that are numbered but not
After I got my head on straight and figured out the lay of the land, I started
every single building is used. So my estimation is there are 23-25
explore.
I wandered, snapping pictures, and trying to take it all in.
to
buildings full of company booths. Since it would be impossible to get
These photos were
from my first day
there - beautiful
and sunny.
The final day
(below) - not so
much. Although it looks like snow on the buildings it was just cold.

through every building, the “species signs” help attendees who are
interested in certain species. When I went through one building which
had mainly swine exhibitors, I thought I was going to hyperventilate.
It was PACKED. And as much as I love Europeans, their idea of personal space and mine are not the same. You definitely had to walk
with confidence but be ready to be sideswiped if you swayed the
wrong direction. But I survived.

To add a little excitement to my trip, I
had to lose my luggage. I checked it to
the airlines on Sunday morning and was
reunited with it Wednesday at midnight.
The photo shows it went to a few more
places than I did. Luckily this was not my
first rodeo (!) and pre-planning had me
make a bad situation work. But I could
not have made it one more day without it!

Here I am with one of my hosts, Annette Reichhold, whose job is promotion to international
guests. Can you imagine having the following
as your territory? North America, Middle East,
South-East-Asia, Asia-Pacific-Area, Africa.
That’s a big area and she is one busy lady!
So in the end their count included 2,445
exhibitors and 160,000 visitors including
38,000 international visitors from abroad.
(In only four days!)

Of course I was intrigued by the booths and the differences
from what we are used to in the U.S. (livestock industry). The
booth shown above is an example of what I think is “European
style” with a clean, sleek, simple look. Also the companies use so
much more exhibit space. I would say that a“small booth” would
be a 20’x30’ where most of our regular trade show booths are
10’x10’. Some of the larger companies had booths that were like
a small home!
My other observation is that they were always full of people.
Tables and chairs and lots of staff were on hand to visit with the
attendees. And then the amount of food and beer served by the exhibitors! (Oh and coffee too.) This is something that I just don’t
think we see as much in the U.S. Also several companies would
throw a party when the show officially ended for the day. As I left
one evening a huge party complete with a disc jockey, lighting
and tons of food was getting ready to start. I like their style.

Interested in more
information?
www.eurotier.com

(English version available)

I did get a chance to visit
with the Alltech folks. And,
of course, they were pouring good ol’ Kentucky Ale.
Alltech is a major sponsor
for LPC and their booth
was as packed the rest of
them. See the guy playing
Irish music on the right?
Yep, it was a party there
too!

Another highlight of the event is the “EuroTier Innovations”. This competition is for new products/technology that will substantially improve a known
process. The product must be available on the market within the year 2013.
The products are judged by an international commission of experts the winners awarded Gold or Silver Medals. Crucial factors for the selection are the
importance of the product for practice, conformity with animal welfare, and
impacts on farm and labour management, the environment and the energy situation. This year more than 300 innovations were submitted of which 19 won
Silver Medals and five won Gold Medals. I had the privilege of attending the
Gold Medal awards ceremony
(with 3,999 other new friends).
Through the next few days I witnessed the number of people who
then go to visit these companies
at their booths through the week.
To receive one of these Medals is
obviously a very large boost to
any company. Above is part of
the ceremony and at right are
representatives from the Gold
Medal winners.

Of course when I got into
Hall 27 –which was at the
totally opposite end of the
fairgrounds from my hang
out at the International Visitor’s Center – then I was
in my comfort zone! It was
the only building with live
animals and I really enjoyed seeing the dairy and
beef cattle, horses, and mohair sheep. Just to see how
they cared for their display cattle and the differences from our U.S. equipment and methods was very interesting. Also the emphasis is definitely on the dairy breeds and there
were very few horses on display and no pigs are allowed due to regulations.
As you can see I did get a picture from the booths of the German Hereford Association (lower left) and the German Angus Association (above).
So what is my take on the event? First of all, it was extremely interesting. I was
traveling solo so that makes a difference on how you see things. It would have been fun
to have had a buddy. But knowing all my buddies, we would have gotten in to trouble
each day, in some way...Not really.
Seeing how vast this event is, and the thousands of different companies represented is
absolutely mind-blowing. We think we have a lot of technology, research and production
here in the U.S. -- well go to this event and you will see that we are only one part of a really, really big picture. There was so much more talk on world hunger, the need to efficiently produce food, and the future of the world’s population. The potential population
of the world in the year 2025 is staggering and seemed to be repeated over and over in
everything I heard. Yes, we talk about this a lot in America, but I just thought I heard
more while I was there. Maybe I was listening better.
Would I go back? In a heartbeat. And more so,
I hope that we can get more U.S. folks there
because until you have stepped out of your
comfort zone, you’ll never know what’s on the
other side....of the Fairgrounds.
I want to also thank Malene Conlong for her delightful hospitality too. Malene is in charge of the
international media and works closely with Annette. Malene and Annette both have been attending Ag Media Summit for the past five years and I
consider both of these ladies my friends in the most important industry in the world. And this
event just brings it all togther. Thanks ladies! See you in August in Buffalo, New York!

Downtown Brussels- much like
many European cities.

So much shopping in Dusseldorf!!

I love grocery stores
in foreign cities. So fun to see
what they offer but I couldn’t
resist taking a picture of the
Old El Paso display - then I
wanted chips & salsa!

Restaurants getting ready for
the lunch crowd in Brussels

One thing Brussels is known for is lace
OK -- this page has nothing to do with
livestock. It is just a little overview of
the rest of my trip and that I thought
might be interesting. Oh, you want me
to go to Germany with you? Just let
me know when to book my flight.

When I was done in Hannover, I
had six days and nights left to fill. So
I headed to Berlin, the capital of
Germany. And, I decided to splurge
and used some hotel points to stay at
the luxurious Ritz Carlton Berlin.
That hotel worked out quite nicely!
I spent one full day walking through
the city and exploring what was around
each corner. The weather was quite
Holocaust Memorial to the Murdered Jews of Europe brisk so I took in the Topography of
Terror museum which is a documentary exhibition that conveys the European dimensions of
Outside the
Topography of Terror
the Nazi reign. I also saw the famous Brandenburg Gate
museum and the
and the Holocaust Memorial to the Murdered Jews of
Berlin Wall
Europe. That was a very unique place.
After two nights in Berlin I took the train to Dusseldorf which is towards the western border of Germany with Belgium. It was about a four hour train
ride, but I love the train system in Europe and enjoyed the ride(s). I arrived there after dark so I decided to take it easy and then hit the famous shopping
district, Königsallee, the next morning. Wow, that
was FUN! This is a wonderful city and I will be returning very soon. After two days exploring Dusseldorf I headed to Brussels, Belgium, which was my
ultimate departure city back home. I wanted to get a
little sightseeing in but was also wearing out a little.
But no rest for the wicked, and I “hit the streets”
again and walked around, exploring what was around
the next corner. Quite an architectural city.
All three of these cities have such unique qualities
and while are similar in many regards, they have totally different personalities. But that is what made
this trip such a great experience. By the sixth day I
also realized I had not had a true English conversation in over a week and
was feeling a little off in my zen! I flew home on Thanksgiving Day including a nice turkey dinner on the flight. And where did I have to overnight that
day? Toronto, Canada. Oh so close, yet so far away. Am running out of room
on the page but thanks for allowing me to indulge a little and I hope you enjoyed my trip in a vicarious kind of way!

Professional Development Stipend Program
LPC will offer up to 3 stipends of up to $1,000 each to LPC members to help cover expenses to a professional development class,
seminar or workshop, which includes Ag Media Summit or IFAJ congress.
The LPC board of directors believes that expanding knowledge and excitement in one’s profession will keep dedication and
commitment to that job.
Stipend criteria:
- Open to any LPC member.
- Fill out application.
- Submit the information on the conference you wish to attend.
- Provide an estimated budget for your expenses to the event.
- In 250-350 words describe why you should receive this stipend, your professional goals and how you will use this award for
professional development.
- Write a short piece for the LPC Actiongram after you have attended the professional development event, telling how you
used the stipend and how it will help you become a better ag communications professional.
- The stipend funds should be used within a year of when it is awarded. If it is not used because of an emergency, please
contact the LPC executive director.
The application must be postmarked or received electronically by December 15, 2012. Stipend recipients will be contacted by January
10, 2013.
The stipend recipients will be selected by a group of three judges.
Send application to:
Jennifer Carrico
24338 G Avenue
Redfield, IA 50233
515-833-2120
jcarrico@hpj.com
LPC Personal Development Stipend Application Form
(please use this information and complete on one page with your essay attached on separate page)
Name: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Address: _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Phone: _____________________________________________________ E-mail: __________________________________________________
Current employer (Company name): ______________________________ Your job title at work: _______________________________________
Number of years LPC member: __________________________________
Conference you plan to attend: ___________________________________
LPC involvement (current and past committees, activities, elected office, etc.):

Add another page with your 250- to 350-word essay on why you should receive this stipend, your professional goals and how you will use this
award for professional development.

