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Advancing livestock media professionals

“Don’t judge each day by the
harvest you reap, but by the
seeds you plant.” 
— Robert Louis Stevenson 

    Fifteen years ago I attended my first
Agricultural Publications Summit, now
known as Ag Media Summit, in Reno, NV.
The year was 2002, and I was definitely
still wet behind the ears, so to speak. I had
just graduated from Texas Tech University
the year prior with a degree in agricultural
communications, moved 600 miles from
the small west Texas farming community I
called home and went to work as commu-
nications program manager for the Kansas
Livestock Association and editorial assis-
tant for the Kansas Stockman magazine. 

    Still learning the ropes of being a work-
ing professional instead of a starving stu-
dent, I remember being equal parts nervous
and excited to attend this event that
brought together agricultural communica-
tors from across the country. The last
words my boss and mentor, Todd Domer,
had said to me before I headed west were,
“Be sure to sign-up for a committee.” He
planted a seed that day. 

    Little did he know how serious I would
take his encouragement to get involved in
LPC. I joined the Student Award Commit-
tee in 2002, and five years later I was
asked to join the LPC Board of Directors.
Being asked to serve in this capacity was,

truthfully, something I hadn’t even consid-
ered. I mean, some of the industry “heavy
weights” had served on this board. I cer-
tainly didn’t consider myself among those
ranks, but I gladly accepted. This was defi-
nitely one of my “best yes” moments.
Being an active member in LPC has al-
lowed me to meet some truly fantastic peo-
ple that I have learned from, looked up to
and whom with I have formed lasting
friendships. 

    Although it took me a while to get to it,
my point is, I encourage you to get in-
volved. I chose the Student Award Com-
mittee as my launching pad because I
enjoy working with students. If your pas-
sion is photography, we have just the com-
mittee for you! If you like using social
media, we have you covered! If education
is your thing, look no further! LPC has 10
committees, including Regional Work-
shops, Student Development, Student
Award, Ag Media Summit,
Membership/Marketing, Social Media,
Photo Contest, Coffee & Collaboration and
Fundraising/Sponsorships. 

    If you didn’t get a chance to sign-up
during the Annual Meeting in St. Louis last
month, here is another opportunity. You
can go to
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0548
acaa2da3fb6-lpccommittee and select the
committee of your choice. 

This is me planting a seed. I hope you
water it.   

Scarlett Hagins
2016-17 LPC President
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Recognized with the 2016 Ed
Bible Distinguished Service
Award (DSA) is Kenna
Rathai, St. Anne, Illinois.
The DSA award is chosen by
the LPC executive committee
and is given to someone who

exhibits dedication, support and service considered above and be-
yond routine participation. It is presented in memory of Ed Bible,
long-time LPC supporter and past president. Presenting the DSA
award to Kenna is LPC President Angie Denton. 
The presentation included the following script: 

This year’s honoree has had a very successful career as an ag
communicator in many aspects of the business. Being a very big
supporter of this individual’s university is also a statement about
this individual’s commitment in support of ACT chapters and
helping to inspire students to stay in the ag communications
industry.  

We are thrilled to honor this person who has been such a big
part of the success of the Ag Media Summit and the connection of
LPC and AAEA. 

In her 10th year as a key part of the coordination of Ag Media
Summit, she has been a big part of the team and has taken on her
tasks with her excellent organizational skills and enthusiasm.
Kenna Rathi has been a friend to all of us and we are so proud to
honor her as someone who has helped with the success of both
LPC events and Ag Media Summit.  

We all know that many incredible friendships have been
formed at AMS and Kenna has been a lightning rod in bringing
many of these together. 

Even though her role with AMS  will
change in the future, we are fortunate that
her current employer, Broadhead, are also
LPC members and maybe we have a future
board member as this year’s honoree!

Newly elected officers of the Livestock Publications Council are: (front row) Scarlett Hagins,
Kansas Stockman, Topeka, Kan., president; Cindy Cunningham, National Pork Board, 
Des Moines, Iowa, first vice president; Carey Brown, Cow Country, Lexington, Ky., second
vice president; Jennifer Carrico, High Plains Journal, Redfield, Iowa; secretary-treasurer;
Angie Denton, Kansas State University, Blue Rapids, Kan., immediate past president; 
Diane Johnson, LPC executive director, Fort Worth, Texas. 
Back row: Board members include: Jennifer Shike, University of Illinois, Urbana, Ill.;  
LeAnne Peters, Cattle Business in Mississippi, Jackson, Miss.; Molly Schoen, Charolais 
Journal, Kansas City, Mo.; Kent Jaecke, Focus Marketing Group, Edmond, Okla.; 
Steve Taylor, Appaloosa Journal, Moscow, Idaho; Eric Tietze, Ozarks Farm and Neighbor,
Lebanon, Mo.; Jennifer Scharpe, Limousin World, Englewood, Colo.; Greg Henderson,
Drovers, Lenexa, Kan.; Miranda Reiman, Certified Angus Beef, LLC, Cozad, Neb.; 
Ben Richey, United States Animal Health Association, St. Joseph, Mo. 
Not pictured: Katie Miller, Kate Communicates, West Lafayette, Ind.

Distinguished Service Award to Kenna Rathai

It was a record-breaking year with
more than 630 registered attendees
who gathered in St. Louis for #18 AMS.
Great crowds in the InfoExpo, lots of
great workshop sessions with great at-
tendance and speakers. All in all it was
one for the books!New Officers & Directors for 2016-17



    University of Missouri student
Nora Faris received the Livestock
Publications Council’s 2016 Forrest
Bassford Student Award on July 26
at the recent Ag Media Summit.
    Faris, a senior science and agri-
cultural journalism major from Con-
cordia, Missouri, is pursuing studies
in agricultural marketing and broad-
cast reporting. She plans to obtain a
law degree and pursue a career in
government affairs in the agriculture
industry.
    Faris received a $2,000 scholar-
ship in recognition of her achieve-
ment. 
    “I look forward to repaying this
investment in my education as I pur-
sue a career in the agriculture indus-
try,” Faris said. “I hope to positively
impact America’s farmers and ranch-
ers by using the power of the law and
policy fields to address challenges in
America’s farm fields.”
    Faris is currently interning for
FLM+ Public Affairs, a marketing
and strategic communication agency
in Washington, D.C. In the past,
Faris has pursued media and policy
internships with the U.S. Senate,
Missouri State Senate, Missouri
Farm Bureau and KBIA Public
Radio.
    As an undergraduate research fel-
low, Faris also conducts and pub-

lishes research on crop and land mar-
kets, consumer perceptions of agri-
culture and representations of the
agriculture industry in the main-
stream media. She has participated in
national research and policy confer-
ences, including the Farm Founda-
tion Round Table in Tucson, Arizona.
    Faris will graduate from the Uni-
versity of Missouri in December of
2017.
    The Forrest Bassford Student
Award recognizes students who dis-
play leadership, professionalism and
excellence in the field of agricultural
communication.
    Each year, following a competi-
tive application process, the LPC
Student Award Program presents
four young people travel scholar-
ships to attend AMS. In addition to
Faris, the three finalists were: Au-
drey Green,  Kansas State Univer-
sity; Chamonix Mejia, Texas Tech
University, and Tim Taylor, Okla-
homa State University. While at the
meeting, the four finalists’ portfolios
were reviewed and each was inter-
viewed by a panel of professionals.
This is the 31st year for the Student
Award Program, which was named
after LPC founding member Forrest
Bassford in 1992.
    

Nora Faris  receives the 2016  Forrest Bassford Student Award

Ann Hess, Alltech, the major sponsor of the award
is shown presenting Nora Faris with her award.
Below are the finalists: Audrey Green,  Kansas
State University; Faris; Hess; Chamonix Mejia,
Texas Tech University, and Tim Taylor, Oklahoma
State University.

The Headliner award was presented to Dr. Larry
Corah, formerly with Certified Angus Beef and
Kansas State University. Presenting the award are
Miranda Rieman and Steve Suther, both with
Certified Angus Beef. 

Shown above is this year’s Hall of Fame award
inducteek, Joe Roybal, former long time editor
of BEEF magazine. Joe is also a past board
member and president of LPC. Pictured with
him is Greg Henderson, Drovers.

Headliner  and Hall of  Fame awards presented 



For the second year in a row
Erin Worrell has won the
prestigious award for the 
Paul Andre Best of the Bunch
award. Erin owns her freelance
business, Rancher’s Resource. Her photo chosen by popular vote will be on the cover of the 2016-17 LPC Membership Directory.
Shown above are committee chairs, Carrie Heitman Webster and Carey Brown with category winners: Miranda Reiman, Erin
Worrell, Kent Jaecke, Christy Lee, Jeralyn Novak, and Laura Conaway. 

Watch for all of the winning photo entries in the next Actiongram. 

Once again AMS attendees were
generous with their donations of
items for the Haven of Grace non-
profit organization in St. Louis.
Thanks to Molly Schoen who coor-
dinated the effort and to Modern
Litho who donated a $50 Amazon
gift certificate as a drawing for all
who donated items. Ben Richey (far
right) and Molly are shown with the
staff at the Haven of Grace. 

Best of 
the Bunch
Winners


