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LPC Highlights:
Past, Present and Future

T

he 16th annual Ag Media Summit is in
the books, and as always I return to
the office with renewed energy and
excitement for the coming year. An added
bonus for me this year is my role as LPC
president, so I thought I’d start my tenure
with a recap of LPC 2013, my vision for
2014, and some member highlights from this
year’s Ag Media Summit.
For Livestock Publications Council, the
Ag Media Summit marks the end of our fiscal year and the beginning of a new opportunity to celebrate the Council’s past and envision its future. Christy Lee, immediate past
president, concluded a great year that included the launch of an LPC intern program,
which opens doors for students considering a
career in our industry as well as boosting
LPC’s membership. We close a financially
responsible 2013 with such programs as the
aforementioned internship, the professional
development stipend program, and regional
workshops, which are so beneficial to our
agriculture professionals.
A Newbie’s Perspective
Most attendees
polled had attended
AMS prior to this
year, though 2014
Carrie was the first year for
Carrie Horsley, who admitted
she didn’t quite know what to
expect prior to the show. “I’ll
honestly admit I was a little
nervous on how it would go,”
said Carrie, Director of
Marketing at Angus
Foundation.
Fortunately, she was pleasantly surprised. “I was able to
meet people who had different

I am honored to serve as
LPC 2014-15 president, and
am looking forward to working with an outstanding board
of directors. In addition to
much of the programming
Don Norton
we’ve offered in the past,
Boelte Hall
this year we will add LPC
2014-15
LPC President
Vision 2014: An Industry
Celebration. Details of that
November 11 event will be coming soon. In
this, my 16th year of attending AMS (APS), I
continue to be impressed with the quality of
the program each year as well as the individuals who attend. I can’t decide which I enjoy
more: engaging with all of you who return
each year, or getting acquainted with everyone attending for the first time.
With more than 600 professionals attending AMS each year, the opportunities for
learning and networking are infinite. I recently checked in with a few of this year’s attendees to find out what they came away with
after attending “Rev It Up” in Indianapolis.

and unique careers... [meeting
these people] makes me want
to become more involved in
this industry as an agricultural
communicator.” Carrie was
thrilled to attend the LPC
awards as well, saying it was
an honor to see and be around
people whose work she had
seen or heard about.
Winning Workshops
This year’s classes and
workshops were popular and
well received by attendees.
Reba Underwood shared an
easy-to-use formula for setting
personal and professional

goals from a workshop conducted by
Matt Rush. She
also found out
about two new
Reba camera apps she
didn’t know about. “These
apps [Phonto and Camera+)
will be great to use for images
from conferences, shows and
livestock events,” Reba pointed out.
Katrina
Huffstutler, who
first attended AMS
as a student back in
2002 and now owns
Katrina
Cactus Flower
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Communications, especially loved the
Deep Dive session with Jacqui
Banaszynski. “In my opinion,” Katrina
shared, “it was the best AMS session I’ve
ever attended.”
Kristin Alsup, Communications
Specialist at Oklahoma Pork Council, says
that each time she sits down
to pen something she’s
reminded of things she
learned at several of the writing workshops held this year.
Kristin Though she enjoys the workshops and the tours, she likes something
else even more. “The single most important thing about attending for me,” Kristin
said, “is the fabulous way we get to inter-

act and get to know one another during
events. I get to spend time with people
who are interested in many of the same
things I am passionate about, and therefore it stimulates my brain and improves
my work.”
InfoExpo Is a Hit
For Ann Hess, NA Field PR Manager at
Alltech, the best part of AMS is InfoExpo.
“The tradeshow provides a great opportunity to catch up with the industry’s leading
journalists, network with
others in agribusiness and
meet inspiring young agricultural journalism students.”

Sharing Our Stories
Without a doubt, the biggest AMS highlight for everyone polled was the opportunity to meet new friends and catch up
with old ones. Carrie Horsley attended
for the first time this year but already gets
it. “As agriculture communicators, we have an important job
of telling our story and letting
people know the importance of
agriculture. I believe it is the
Carrie
one time and place where you
can network with others and learn how to
become a better communicator,” she said.
Couldn’t have said it better myself,
Carrie.
I can’t wait to see you there!

Ann

LPC Activities from Indianapolis
Lisa Bryant

presented with Ed Bible
Distinguished Service Award

Newly elected officers of the Livestock Publications Council are:
(front row) Don Norton, Boelte-Hall, Roeland Park, Kan., president; Angie Denton, Hereford World, Blue Rapids, Kan., first
vice president; Scarlett Hagins, Kansas Stockman, Topeka, Kan.,
second vice president; Cindy Cunningham, National Pork
Board, Des Moines, Iowa; secretary-treasurer; Christy Lee, Cee
Lee Communications, Wellington, Ill., immediate past president.
Second row: Diane Johnson, LPC executive director, Fort Worth,
Texas. Board members include: Leanne Peters, Cattle Business
in Mississippi, Jackson, Miss.; Miranda Reiman, Certified
Angus Beef, LLC, Cozad, Neb.; Jennifer Shike, University of
Illinois, Urbana, Ill.; Ben Richey, United States Animal Health
Association, St. Joseph, Mo.; Kent Jaecke, Focus Marketing
Group, Edmond, Okla.; Greg Henderson, Beef Today, Mission,
Kan.; Carey Brown, Cow Country, Lexington, Ky; Jennifer
Carrico, High Plains Journal, Redfield, Iowa; Steve Taylor,
Appaloosa Journal, Moscow, Idaho; and Mike Deering, Missouri
Cattleman’s Association, Columbia, Mo. Not pictured: Shelly
Sitton, Oklahoma State University, Stillwater, Okla.

Recognized with the 2014 Ed Bible Distinguished Service
Award (DSA) is Lisa Bryant, Ada, Oklahoma. Lisa has been
involved in LPC activities for many years and served on the board
of directors from 1998 to 2004, then on the executive committee
and eventually as LPC President in 2006-2007. She has been active
on numerous committees through the years and never hesitated to
jump in to volunteer her time whether it was for student activities,
by-laws committee work, or silent auction coordination at the Royal
Gala. She also has vast experience with her positions in the industry
including the Arkansas Cattlemen’s Association and the American
Hereford Association. She returned to work at her alma mater at
Oklahoma State University and now has settled back in Ada and
runs her own business, Cowboy Connection Designs, Inc., which
she established in 1999. The
DSA award is chosen by the
LPC executive committee
and is given to someone who
exhibits dedication, support
and service considered above
and beyond routine participation. It is presented in memory of Ed Bible, long-time
LPC supporter and past president. Presenting the DSA
award to Lisa Bryant is LPC
President Christy Lee, Cee
Lee Communications,
Wellington, Ill. (right)

Logan Britton receives the
2014 Forrest Bassford Student Award
Logan Britton, a senior majoring in agricultural communications
and agriculture economics at
Kansas State University (KSU),
was the recipient of the 2014
Livestock Publications Council
(LPC) Forrest Bassford Student
Award sponsored by Alltech, Inc.
Britton was presented a $2,000
scholarship and a plaque during the
Ag Media Summit (AMS) held in
Indianapolis, IN, July 26-30.
Britton, the son of Tara and
Henry Britton from Bartlett, KS, is
an active member of Agricultural
Communicators of Tomorrow
(ACT), Student National AgriMarketing Association and the
Alpha Gamma Rho Fraternity. He
is a KSU College of Agriculture
Ambassador. Britton also serves on
the KSU College of Agriculture
Student Council and as a student
senator. He is a member of LPC,
the American Agricultural Editor’s
Association (AAEA) and National
FFA Alumni Association.
In addition to his involvement
in collegiate clubs and national
organizations, Britton serves as the
office manager for the KSU
College of Agriculture Academic
Programs and a teaching assistant
in the Department of
Communications and Agricultural

Education. This summer, he is participating in an internship sponsored by AAEA with the National
FFA Organization.
“I didn’t grow up living on a
farm or showing livestock.
Realizing how important agriculture is, I want to bridge the gap
that exists between the field and
the plate today,” said Britton. “I
owe several people for opportunities provided to me and my growth
– I’m truly honored to receive this
award.”
The Forrest Bassford award
honors excellence, professionalism
and leadership among students.
Each year, following a competitive
application process, the LPC
Student Award Program presents
four young people travel scholarships to attend AMS. In addition to
Britton, this year's travel award
winners were Breanne Brammer,
University of Missouri; Courtney
Leeper, University of Missouri
and Lynsey Meharg, Texas Tech
University. While at the meeting,
the four finalists’ portfolios were
reviewed and each was interviewed
by a panel of professionals. This is
the 29th year for the Student Award
Program, which was named after
LPC founding member Forrest
Bassford in 1992.

Ann Hess, Alltech, the major sponsor of the award
is show presenting Logan with his award. Below
are the finalists including: Breanne Brammer,
University of Missouri; Britton; Courtney Leeper,
University of Missouri and Lynsey Meharg, Texas
Tech University.

Headliner
and
Hall of Fame
awards
presented
Shown above is this year’s Headliner Award
winner, Dave Nichols, Bridgewater, Iowa.
Pictured with him is his wife, Phyllis, and
Angie Denton, chairman of the awards committee and editor of Hereford World.

Watch for more on
these award in
next month’s
Actiongram.

The Hall of Fame award was presented posthumously
to Wayne Bollum, long time friend of LPC and past
president. His family was on hand to accept the award
including his sister Cindy Grotsun, daughter, Wendy
and son, Will.
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