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Newly elected officers of the Livestock Publications Council are: (front row) president; Christy Lee, Cee
Lee Communications, Wellington, Ill., president; Don Norton, Boelte-Hall, Roeland Park, Kan., first vice
president; Angie Denton, Hereford World, Blue Rapids, Kan., second vice president; Scarlett Hagins,
Kansas Stockman, Topeka, Kan.; secretary-treasurer; Kathy LaScala, Lee Publications, Eudora, Kan.,
immediate past president; and Diane Johnson, LPC executive director, Fort Worth, Texas. Second row:
Board members include: Amy Bader, Cowboy Graphic Designs, Arvada, Colo.; Carey Brown, Cow
Country, Lexington, Ky; Mike Deering, Missouri Cattleman’s Association, Columbia, Mo.; Cindy
Cunningham, National Pork Board, Des Moines, Iowa; Leanne Peters, Cattle Business in Mississippi,
Jackson, Miss.; Kent Jaecke, Focus Marketing Group, Edmond, Okla.; Shelly Sitton, Oklahoma State
University, Stillwater, Okla.; Jennifer Carrico, High Plains Journal, Redfield, Iowa; Jay Carlson, BEEF
Magazine, Overland Park, Kan.; and Greg Henderson, Drovers, Lenexa, Kan. Not pictured Keri Geffert
English, Kansas City, Mo.
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Ag Media Summit 2013 is history and it was an event
to remember. Beautiful scenery, a spirited Welcome Party at the historical Statler Hotel, ag tours throughout Western New York, award
winners, new officer team, new ideas, fantastic sponsors, great speakers. Thanks to all sponsors, supporters, attendees and to those who
were with us in spirit. Special thanks goes to Cindy Zimmerman
who took nearly 500 photos and you can see them at
www.agwired.com. Watch for more coverage in future Actiongrams
and mark your calendars for July 26-30, 2014 when we’ll be in
Indianapolis for the 16th annual AMS!
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Jennifer Shike
presented with
Ed Bible
Distinguished
Service Award

Recognized with the Ed Bible
Distinguished Service Award (DSA) is
Jennifer Shike, University of Illinois.
Shike is also a past winner of the
Forrest Bassford Student Award in
1999. Shike has been instrumental in
creating LPC’s Speed Networking program held each fall where students and
professionals have the chance to learn
about careers in ag communication.
She also is active in working with
LPC’s various student programs
including her advisor role with the
National Ag Communicators of
Tomorrow chapter at the University of
Illinois. The DSA award is chosen by
the LPC executive committee and is
given to someone who exhibits dedication, support and service considered
above and beyond routine participation.
It is presented in memory of Ed Bible,
long-time LPC supporter and past president. Presenting the DSA award to
Jennifer Shike is LPC President
Christy Lee, Cee Lee Communications,
Wellington, Ill. (right)

Each year, following a competitive application process, the LPC Student Award
Program presents four young people travel
scholarships to attend AMS.
In addition to Weis, this year's travel
award winners were (as shown below with
Ann and Kari) Reba Underwood, West
Texas A&M University; Claire Carlson,
Kansas State University; and Logan Britton,
Kansas State University. While at the meeting, the four finalists’ portfolios were
reviewed and each was interviewed by a
panel of professionals. This is the 28th year
for the Student Award Program, which was
named after LPC founding member Forrest
Bassford in 1992. •

Christy Lee selected as
AAEA award winner

New LPC President, Christy Lee, was also
awarded the Andy Markwart Horizon Award, presented by the AAEA Professional Improvement
Foundation (PIF) and John Deere in a matching
grant partnership, is an annual award given to an
AAEA member who embodies the youthful vigor,
energy, passion, dedication and creativity shown by
Andy in his volunteer work for AAEA for many
years. Andy, editor of The Furrow, died in 2006
from heart problems. Each year, the award’s winner
receives a $2,500 stipend, which can be used for
attending a professional development class, seminar
or workshop.

Headliner and Hall of Fame Awards

The LPC Hall of Fame award is an honor reserved for those
who have adhered to high standards of professionalism in all
aspects of their endeavors and have been involved in the livestock publishing industry. This year’s winner is Sherman Berg
who has been involved in the Shorthorn cattle industry his
entire life.
The Osage, Iowa native worked for the American Shorthorn
Association (ASA) for 18 years, serving as the junior activities
director and editor of the Shorthorn Country. During his time
with ASA he helped form the American Junior Shorthorn
Association, as well as develop the National Shorthorn Youth
Conference and the National Junior Shorthorn Show. He served
on the LPC board of directors from 1978-1981, serving as president in 1980-81.
After leaving ASA, he served 22 years with Ak-Sar-Ben in
Omaha, Neb. He joined the Knights of Ak-Sar-Ben Foundation
in 1982 as Director of Agricultural Programs and was appointed
president in 1998. He retired in 2005. During his time with AkSar-Ben, he established the River City Roundup Fair and
Festival and the “Catch-a-Calf” program.
During his roles with ASA and Ak-Sar-Ben, it is estimated
that he impacted more than 30,000 youth involved in agriculture.
The LPC Headliner Award honors a person from outside the
livestock publishing field for actions that produce a positive
change in livestock production and marketing. The 2012
Headliner award winner is Tom Burke, American Angus Hall
of Fame, Smithville, Mo. Tom started a fieldman for LPC charter member Drovers Journal and then moved into Angus sale
management in the 1960s and developing what is now known as
the American Angus Hall of Fame. He has been a prolific livestock marketer, judge, show manager, show announcer and
speaker. While most well known for his efforts in the Angus
breed, he has also been active in the Suffolk sheep industry.
Tom has co-authored three books and is working on four others
about Angus history. He has accumulated the largest collection
of Angus history in the world. He conducts more than 175
Angus sales per year and makes many speaking appearances at
field days and animal science classes across the country.
Tom is a fourth generation cattlemen and owner of the original
Burke Farm, homesteaded 125 years ago in southeastern
Minnesota. He has held leadership roles in FFA and 4-H, as well
as in the Angus cattle industry and the Suffolk sheep industry.
On November 2, LPC will hosts its 10th annual LPC Royal
Gala in Kansas City during the American Royal where portraits
of both Berg and Burke will be unveiled and hung permanently
in the Hall of Honor which is located in the headquarters of the
American Royal.

2013 LPC Hall of Fame winner, Sherman Berg, receives his
award from Jennifer Carrico, High Plains Journal and LPC
board member.

2013 LPC Headliner Award winner, Tom Burke, receives his
award from LPC First Vice President Don Norton of Boelte
Hall, Roeland Park, Kansas.

Important: DIRECTORY UPDATES DUE NOW!
You should have received your LPC directory update and they are due now!
If you need another copy, please send e-mail to dianej@flash.net

Speed

Networking
Friday,
Nov. 1, 2013

Time:
6:30-8:30 p.m.

Join agricultural communications professionals for a fun Speed Networking event at the
2013 American Royal in Kansas City on Friday, Nov. 1 from 6:30-8:30 p.m. in the American
Royal headquarters (second floor above the administrative offices) for an awesome night of
networking, portfolio reviews and career-building experiences.
Learn more about the diverse career opportunities available in the field of agricultural
communications while gaining leads on internship and job openings for the coming year.
We will also offer opportunities for portfolio reviews, too!
ACT chapters are encouraged to make the most of their trip to Kansas City. Enjoy the popular
Power and Light District after Speed Networking. Set up tours of public relations agencies,
breed associations, and magazines in the area. Enjoy a day at the American Royal watching
some of the highest quality livestock shows in the country. If you have any questions, contact
Jennifer Shike at jshike@illinois.edu or 217-369-2868.

This event is free, so don’t miss out on
this great networking opportunity!
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Apply today to be the next

AmericanRoyal Media Intern
Thursday, Oct. 31- Sunday, Nov. 3, 2013
Program sponsored by the Livestock Publications Council.
From Thursday, Oct. 31 to Sunday, Nov. 3, four students will be selected
as media interns for the 2013 American Royal.
We need talented ag communicators who have an interest in sharpening their skills.
The interns will attend shows and events, write press releases, contribute to The Royal Results blog, shoot
candid photographs, and assist breed association personnel with recording show results in the ring.
Students need to bring their own laptop computer. A digital camera is optional, but preferred.
The interns will receive a $250 scholarship, free lodging and mentoring experiences by LPC
professionals and breed association personnel that simply can’t be gained in a classroom!
If you are interested in applying for this internship program, send a cover letter and resume
to Jennifer Shike at jshike@illinois.edu by Wednesday, Sept. 12.
If you have any questions, contact Jennifer at 217-369-2868.
A committee will evaluate the resumes and announce the
interns the week of September 24.

