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For the last several

years during the AQHYA
World Championship
Show, we’ve invited
AQHA youth members to
join in the coverage of the
show as “junior journal-
ists.” This year, we had
three vastly talented young
people who traveled from
New Jersey, Nevada and
Arkansas to help us, ahem,

“not-so-junior” journalists provide a more youth-
ful face and online presence for the show. 

So for 10 days, the junior journalists shot and
edited video, took pictures and wrote stories that
portrayed the youth exhibitors, horses and fami-
lies at the show. Along the way, they inspired the
staff with their innovative ideas, willingness to
learn and just their excitement at being at the
Youth World. 

It was a reminder that as agricultural journal-
ists and communicators in the livestock industry,
we need to be inspired by the stories around us.
Our JJs were in awe of the people and horses
that they had always read about and now were
getting the chance to interview. They wanted to
tell the stories of the people and horses who
make up the American Quarter Horse
Association.

Once you’re in this business for a while, it can
be pretty easy to get myopic about the numbers –
ad pages, circulation, Web stats, ROI. And even
for the content we’re producing, it can be seduc-
tive to grab hold of all the data at, literally, our
fingertips via the keyboard and Google – show
results, EPDs, performance data, pedigrees – in
the name of informing our readers and cus-
tomers. At the end of the day, though, there’s a
producer picking up that magazine, clicking on
your Web page or looking at the ad you designed
who needs more than just regurgitated data. He
needs to know how the rancher down the lane
improved his herd and his bottom-line with the
information from the bull test. Or she needs to
know how the breeder with the same genetics
made a world champion halter horse.

It’s a people business, and as information
providers, we should be putting faces to the sto-
ries we tell. Our readers deserve to have the data
put in context, and we need to be storytellers,
analysts, researchers, designers and Web masters. 

One of the goals for the junior journalist pro-
gram is to give these high-schoolers a firsthand
experience at being an ag journalist and, perhaps,
to change the tables a little and inspire them to
take on this challenge and tell the stories of ani-
mal agriculture.

After all, there are plenty of stories to tell. 
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Jim Bret Campbell
LPC President

2008

Jim Bret Campbell, is a
native of Hereford, Texas and
a graduate of Texas Tech
University, Lubbock. He holds
a bachelor of science degree in
ag communications and a mas-
ter’s of science in ag education.

Upon finishing his degrees
he immediately started at the
American Quarter Horse
Association where he was the
AQHA Sponsored Programs
Manager followed by Senior
Manager of Membership
Services. In this position he

managed the AQHA’s trade
show presence and special
events among many other
services. In May 1999 he
moved to the publication side
and became editor of the
American Quarter Horse
Journal. He was then promot-
ed to his current position as
AQHA Senior Director of
Publications. He manages edi-
torial content for the Journal
and The American Quarter
Horse Racing Journal and
now has responsibility for con-

tent and advertising on
AQHA’s publication Web sites.

He was elected to the LPC
board in 2001 and went on to
the executive committee in
2006. He has served on
numerous committees, most
recently heading up the
Critique Contest committee. 

Jim Bret is also the proud
father of two little cowboys,
Cash, 4, and Cooper, 1. He
and his wife Teri reside in
Amarillo. 

About your new president:

 



Name: Marilyn Brink
Age: 48
Board Position: 1st Vice President
Hometown/State: Piedmont, Kansas
Number of years in LPC: 12
1. How did you get involved in LPC? My boss for many years
was Ed Bible, who was very involved with LPC. I traveled a lot
for my work with the Polled Hereford World, so when it was LPC
Convention time, the other magazine staff members got to go. But
I changed duties in the mid 1990s, and then got involved with the
organization. 
2. How did you acquire your favorite recipe? I make some pret-
ty awesome green chile burritos. I ate them in a restaurant about
10 years ago and set about trying to duplicate the recipe.  The keys
are home grown tomatoes, chipotle chiles, roasted peppers, pork
chunks and Stokes green chile sauce. At that time, I couldn’t find
chipotle peppers, so I made my own. I took jalapenos from the
garden and smoked them with a chunk of dead wood I hacked out
of the peach tree. Those were the best I ever made.

3. Would you rather text message or email? E-mail.
4. What is your least favorite type of livestock? Sheep
5. Do you have a rolodex on your desk or hope your cell phone
doesn’t die?I have both, but a dead cell phone would be the worst.
6. When was the last time you used a telephone book?
Wednesday
7. Scrabble or Monopoly? Scrabble
8. Do you have a daily to do list or commit your tasks to mem-
ory? Unfortunately, I commit too many things to a shaky memory.
If I put everything on the daily to do list, I would have submitted
these answers on time.
9. What did you enjoy most about AMS this year? I thought the
dive in movie at the pool was a blast.
10. Do you root for a particular sports team? I like the Kansas
City Chiefs and the Fighting Illini.
11. Would you rather drive a sports car or heavy duty truck?
Heavy Duty Truck
12. Where would you like to be for New Year’s? Home with my
husband and friends. Last year we had an “after the chores are
done” open house on New Year’s Eve.  About 50 of the neighbors
came and we had a great time. I think we’ll do it again this year.
Everyone was gone by 9:00, so I don’t think we were even still
awake at midnight.
13. What are you listening to right now? The breeze blowing
through the Aspen trees at my brother-in-law’s house in Colorado.
14. Spicy or plain foods? Spicy
15. Define success. Success is being true to yourself, pushing
yourself out of your comfort zone and achieving the goals that
give you a sense of accomplishment and fulfillment.

The Roving 
Reporter 
Wants to 
Know

WORLD DAIRY EXPO
ATTENDEES! 

Please join us for the LPC Breakfast
October 2, 2008  •  7:30 - 9:30 am

during the World Dairy Expo, Madison, Wisconsin
Monona Room, Exhibition Hall

This is a wonderful opportunity for us to continue the mission of LPC and extend a
hand to those wishing to learn more about our organization. It was a popular event

last year so we’re doing it again. Mark your calendars and plan to attend!

The cost is $20 per person for the buffet style breakfast.  YOU MUST RSVP! 
Please e-mail dianej@flash.net or call 817-336-1130 by September 25, 2008. 

Just a reminder: No shows will be billed. 

You’ll see the 2008 winners in this issue of the Actiongram
and now we invite you to submit nominations of outstanding
individuals from across the United States for the 2009 Hall of
Fame and Headliner Awards. 

The Hall of Fame recognizes the cream of the crop within the
livestock publishing industry, while the Headliner award honors 

those who have made significant contributions to the livestock
industry. Nominations are due no later than October 1 and
are available at www.livestockpublications.com. 

Nominations may be sent to: Andy Atzenweiler, mobeef@sbc-
global.net

LPC Seeking Hall of Fame and Headliner  Nominations

Compiled by Megan Brownell, Cal Poly State University
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more on next page

Every year a coveted honor presented by LPC is the award for the Most
Improved Publication. It is named after James Flanagan who was an early presi-
dent of LPC and instrumental in LPC’s progress as it began 34 years ago.   

This year’s honor goes to a relatively new member of LPC. Progressive Dairyman
based in Jerome, Idaho and here’s what the judges said: “Using a heavier, coated stock
and redesigning the cover has made this publication much more appealing. The qual-
ity of the cover photographs is much improved, and the apparent new focus on peo-
ple, rather than events, makes the publication far more appealing. I like the
redesigned flag, the teaser boxes in the upper and lower right corners, and the pleas-
ing balance of the front page. The publication has been redirected from a
corporate/technical to a people-oriented approach. That is admirable, and not an
easy task, since it is, after all, a specialized, technical publication. The editor’s col-
umn is shorter, snappier and written in the first person, and the editor makes a solid
attempt to sell the magazine’s content to the reader. The Contents Page has been
expanded to better guide the reader to major articles. Subheads make the “In the
News” section far more reader-friendly, and producers no doubt find the “fixture”
graphic depicting regional wage rates useful.  Although this publication was the only
one on newsprint, and the rest of the entries were slicks, it was not difficult to select
this publication as the “Most Improved.” •

James Flanagan 

Most Improved Publication 
Progressive Dairyman

Congratulations
to these other winners in the General Excellence 

categories for publications: 
CATEGORY 1: Progressive Dairyman (Most Improved, see above)

CATEGORY 2: ASSOCIATION PUBLICATION 
First Place: America’s Horse 

Second Place: The American Quarter Horse Journal
CATEGORY 3: NON ASSOCIATION PUBLICATION 

First Place: Drovers
Second Place: BEEF Magazine 
CATEGORY 4: NEWSPAPER 

First Place: Hereford World
Second Place: Land & Livestock Post

CATEGORY 5: NEWSLETTER 
First Place: Trailhead Designs 

Second Place: Select Sires “Selections”
CATEGORY 6: ELECTRONIC NEWSLETTER 

First and Second Place: Dairy Herd Management Magazine 
CATEGORY 7: WEB SITE 
First Place: BEEF Magazine 

Second Place: EDJE Technologies, Inc.   
CATEGORY 8: SPECIAL ISSUE – 100 PAGES OR LESS 

First Place: Suri Llama Association 
Second Place: National Hog Farmer

CATEGORY 9: SPECIAL ISSUE – MORE THAN 100 PAGES 
First Place: VISION CLA Annual and Directory 

Second Place: The Cattle Business Weekly 

All of the results are available online at www.livestockpublications.com. 
Go to contest: as a member you have access to this password protected site. 

User name: lpccontest   Password: member
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IN KIND DONORS

DSA
Awarded
to Lori
Maude

Recognized with the Ed Bible Distinguished Service Award (DSA) for her ded-
ication and service to LPC was Lori Maude, Gelbvieh World, Westminster, Colo.
She served as president in 2006-5-06 and through her 11 years as a board member
and then executive committee member, she served on numerous committees and
contributed many hours to LPC. Maude was also instrumental in the first
Agricultural Media Summit (then Agricultural Publications Summit) held 10 years
ago in Denver, Colo. She is a native of South Dakota and graduate of South
Dakota State University.

This award is chosen by the executive committee of the LPC board and is given
to someone who exhibits dedication and support to LPC and service considered
above and beyond routine participation. The DSA is named after long-time LPC
supporter and past president, Ed Bible.

Pictured above with Lori (center) are the LPC executive committee members:
Kyle Haley and Lisa Bryant.

Paul Andre 
Best of the Bunch 

Photo Contest Results
LIVESTOCK

1st: Martha Ostendorf, Corral Creek Communciations – Saddle Bronc
2nd: Jennifer Bremer, High Plains Journal – Baby Calf

3rd: Martha Ostendorf – Pick-Up Man

LIVESTOCK PEOPLE 
1st: Rachel Marthaler – Checkin’ Pasture

2nd: Kylene Orebaugh, High Plains Journal – Saddlehorn
3rd: Shari Holloway, EDJE Technologies – Look Over There

LIVESTOCK SCENIC
1st: Martha Ostendorf – Watchin’ Over the Herd

2nd: Martha Ostendorf – Baby Calf
3rd: Lindsay West, Texas Corn Producers/Texas Peanut Producers – Twilight

GENERAL
1st: Martha Ostendorf – Walking In the Mud

2nd: Jennifer Latzke, High Plains Journal – Barbed Wire
3rd: Lindsay West – Sunflowers

OVERALL
Martha Ostendorf – Saddle Bronc

Watch for the winning photos on the cover of the new
LPC Directory which will be out in the next couple of weeks. 

Watch for more coverage of the Ag Media Summit in the
September issue of the Actiongram. 



After working with Drovers for eight years, Greg Henderson was named editor of the
publication in 1992, becoming only the fourth person to hold that position since 1920.  In
1995 he was promoted to Associate Publisher/Editor. Greg is a former LPC President and
was one of the driving forces to develop the Ag Media Summit. He led the group as chair-
man of the first two conventions and served on the steering committee for five years. Raised on a ranch in the southern Flint Hills of
Kansas, Greg remains actively involved in beef production as part owner of the family operation. Above Kathy LaScala, LPC board
member presents the award to Greg. 

Lindsay Domer of Topeka, Kan., is the winner of the 2008
Forrest Bassford Student Award. She received $2,000 for this
honor while three other students were awarded $750 for travel
scholarships to be able to attend the Ag Media Summit. The
students, all college juniors and seniors, were selected based
on an application that included a college transcript, college
involvement, employment and an interview at the Summit.
Shown at right is Angie Denton, chairman of the student
award committee presenting the award from LPC to Lindsay.
The other outstanding winners are: Sarah Jackson, University
of Missouri-Columbia; Emily Whitmoyer, Texas A&M
University; and Julie White, Kansas State University.

Domer will be a senior at Kansas State University this fall
and is majoring in agricultural communications and journalism.
She is also working to complete the equine science certificate program. 

Her credentials include serving as the 2008 summer intern for Certified Angus Beef, LLC, and in 2007 she completed the
American Quarter Horse Association’s (AQHA) Brown Printing Company internship. While at AQHA, she worked as a contributing
writer to three publications. She wrote feature, short and research stories for The American Quarter Horse Journal, The American
Quarter Horse Racing Journal and America’s Horse.  

At K-State, she served as the assistant editor, contributing writer and advertising manager for the K-State Agriculturist. Outside of
her studies she is involved with the Rodeo Club and has competed successfully in collegiate rodeo. She is also a member of the Chi
Omega sorority where she is active in the K-State Greek system. Her anticipated graduation date is May 2009.•

Hall of Fame: Greg Henderson

Headliner: B.C. Bud Snidow
Burman Cephas Snidow Jr., better known as Bud, joined the American Hereford

Association in 1951, and spent the next 32 years with the organization.  He worked on
the field staff, managed the records department and
was AHA’s assistant secretary.  Because of his experi-
ence with international marketing, Bud was also asked
to serve as the U.S. Beef Breeds Coordinator and pro-
moter of U.S. cattle marketing.  He served in this role
until he was 72.  Bud continues to serve as the “AHA
Historian,” and even now at 90, can often be found
working in the Hereford museum.

T wo major awards were presented to two outstanding individuals on the final
night of the Ag Media Summit. Greg Henderson, Drovers, and Bud Snidow,
retired from the American Hereford Association were honored for their years of

service to the livestock industry and LPC. On October 31, LPC will hosts its fifth annual
LPC Royal Gala in Kansas City during the American Royal where these two honorees
will have their portraits unveiled and hung permanently in the Hall of Honor. In the next
couple of months we will have more on these two very deserving winners.

Kyle Haley and Marilyn Brink LPC board members present Bud’s award to Craig Huffines, executive vice-president of the American
Hereford Association who was unable to travel at the time to Florida. However, we were able to surprise him last fall at the LPC
Gala when the initial announcement was made. Diane Johnson, LPC executive director is shown with him last fall. 

Student Award to Lindsay Domer



The first LPC Sales and Marketing Workshop was 
held June 16-17 in Kansas City at the Residence 
Inn-KCI. Nearly 50 attended — many who were not 
LPC regulars. 

This workshop has been several years in the 
making. Our sales staffs often have not had many 
professional development opportunities within our 
organization. This workshop targeted that crowd 
and participants responded enthusiastically.

The event kicked off on Monday night with 
an informal dinner hosted at the American-
International Charolais Association building. Thanks 
to the Charolais staff for all their help with the 
hamburger fry.

Former Senator/current American Chianina 
Association Chief Executive Officer Glen 
Klippenstein pumped up the crowd with his 
agriculture industry reflections and foresight. He 
challenged attendees to stand up for agriculture 
and spread our story. 

Tuesday contained a nice mixture of individual 
speakers and panel discussions. The speakers were 
very good and seemed to really enjoy the open 
dialogue attendees provided. Strong speakers 
shared some excellent content. 

The event provided much insight into sales issues 
and provided opportunities for networking and 
problem solving. Joe Rickabaugh, attendee from 
the American Hereford Association, summed the 
day up best by saying the program renewed his 
energy and enthusiasm for the sales tasks at hand.

Former senator/current American 
Chianina Association Chief 
Executive Officer kicked off the 
event by sharing stories of his 
sales history. He told the crowd, 
“Life is one-third motion, one-
third promotion and one-third 
emotion.”

Be a part of the second Sales & Marketing 
Workshop. Watch for details!

Shari Holloway, EDJE Technologies, 
Chattanooga, Okla., visited with 

Arianne Steenblock, Agricredit 
Acceptance, Johnston, Iowa, during 

Monday night’s mixer.

Shorthorn Country’s Cindy Cagwin Johnston, Virginia, Ill.; and Deb Hoge, 
Omaha, Neb.; share a laugh with Stan Coffman, Ozarks Farm and Neighbor, 
Lebanon, Mo.; and Jay Carlson, BEEF, Overland Park, Kan.

No, it’s not Chef Boyardee. Monday night’s cooks included Jay Carlson; 
Justin Stout, Linwood, Kan.; and Neil Orth, American-International 
Charolais Association, Kansas City, Mo. (Perhaps it was one cook and two 
bosses according to comments heard at the grill, “Don’t  you need some 
water on that flame, Justin?”)

Amber Spafford, Osborn & 
Barr, Kansas City, Mo.; and 
Anita Vanderwert, Learfield 
Communications, Jefferson 
City, Mo., were all smiles at 
the hamburger fry.



Thanks to these sponsors and individuals:
Printco Graphics, Omaha, Neb. • BEEF, Minneapolis, Minn. •Cowboy Connection Designs Inc., Stillwater, Okla.

American-International Charolais Association staff 
Committee members: Lisa Bryant • Kathy LaScala • Jay Carlson • Stan Coffman • Kyle Haley •Deb Hoge

Speakers: Glen Klippenstein • Anita Vanderwert • Bob Brunker • Al Bonner • Diane Johnson • Cliff Becker • Colleen Church McDowall 
David Juda • Dave Mehlhaff • Jon Peterson • Rick Haan • Neil Orth • Larry Atzenweiler • Cassi Dowling • Don Ravellette

Anita Vanderwert started 
Tuesday morning with a 
rousing talk about cold 
calling prospects.

A panel gave perspective to the issue of evolving client and agency needs and how those needs have changed. Panel members included Jon Peterson, 
Swanson Russell & Associates; David Juda, Fort Dodge; Dave Mehlhaff, American Hereford Association; moderator Cliff Becker, Food360; Colleen Church 
McDowall, Osborn & Barr; and Rick Haan, John Deere.

Not only a burger chef, 
Jay Carlson wrapped 
up the day with a 
riveting discussion of 
how to keep customers 
happy after they’ve 
said yes.

Kristian Rennert, 
Charolais Journal, 
Elm Creek, Neb., 
listened intently to a 
presentation.

Brett Spader and 
Ryan Higbie, both of 
the Kansas Livestock 
Association, Topeka, 
Kan., discuss a speaker’s 
point.

J.L. Farmakis Senior 
Account Manager Bob 
Brunker talked to the 
group about dealing 
with difficult clients.

Jim Martin, Guy Peverley and Pete Weil, all of the High 
Plains Journal, Dodge City, Kan., and Mark Siebert, 
Food360, participated in a group exercise.

Diane Johnson, Details by 
Design, Ft. Worth, Texas, 
taught the group about 
proper etiquette when 
entertaining clients.

Al Bonner, Lawrence 
Journal-World, explained to 
attendees how to package 
their publication to compete 
with other media forms.

Greg Strong, Feed Lot magazine, Dighton, Kan., 
and Tommy Sisemore, Ozarks Farm & Neighbor, 
Ark., developed personal sales pitches.

Don Ravellette, The Cattle Business Weekly, 
Philip, S.D., joined panel members Larry 

Atzenweiler, Missouri Beef Cattleman, 
Kansas City, Mo.; and Cassi Dowling, 

Ozarks Farm and Neighbor, Lebanon, Mo., 
in a discussion of prospecting by phone.



Friday, October 31, 2008
American Royal Headquarters  • Kansas City, Missouri

6 – 10 PM

Social Hour • Dinner • Dancing 

Unveiling of the 2008 Honorees 
Greg Henderson, 2008 Hall of Fame Inductee and Bud Snidow, 2008 Headliner Award Winner 

Announcement of the 2009 Honorees

Featuring a “Masquerade” Gala – Special Prizes Awarded – Best Mask and Presentation 

Silent and Live Auction 

Ticket Cost $50/Person
Watch your mail for the “Masquerade Gala Fundraiser” Invitation


