
JANUARY 2020
ACTIONGRAM

PAGE 1

JANUARY 2020
ACTIONGRAM

Newsletter of the Livestock Publications Council, an international 
organization serving the dynamic livestock communications industry.

FORREST BASSFORD AWARD APPS 
DUE FEBRUARY 15
 Do you know a college junior or senior (beginning 2020-2021 academic 
year with at least one semester of classes remaining) who would be a strong 
candidate for the Forrest Bassford award? If so, please encourage them to 

apply before the February 15, 2020 deadline. 
 This award recognizes and rewards excellence, leadership and encourages professionalism among 
students. The opportunity provides the recipient face-to-face exchanges with leaders in livestock publishing. 
Forrest Bassford’s name was appended to the LPC Student Award in 1992 in honor of his contribution to LPC, 
and his particular interest in furthering the Student Award. 
 One overall winner receives a $2,000 scholarship, including an all-expenses-paid trip to participate in 
Ag Media Summit (AMS), and up to four additional students each receive $750 travel scholarships to attend 
the AMS. Livestock Publications Council thanks Alltech and Jenn Norrie for again sponsoring this award.
 The application is included in this newsletter and can also be found, along with a listing of past 
Forrest Bassford award recipients, at livestockpublications.com.

SAVE THE DATES FOR THE 2020 AG MEDIA SUMMIT

See  you in Kansas City!
JULY 25-29 AT THE LOEWS KANSAS CITY HOTEL

REGISTER BY JANUARY 22 FOR THE 
LPC LUNCHEON AT 2020 NCBA 
CONVENTION 
 Livestock Publications Council will continue its tradition of gathering at 
the Cattle Industry Convention and NCBA Trade Show for a luncheon. 
Attendees will hear from the current NCBA president and be present for 
the announcement of the 2020 LPC Hall of Fame inductee and Headliner 
award winner. 

EVENT DETAILS
DATE: Thursday, February 6 
TIME: 11:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 
LOCATION: Henry B. Gonzalez Convention Center (Room 221A)

REGISTRATION FEE $50.00

REGISTER ONLINE BY JANUARY 22!
Visit the LPC Square Store
livestock-publications-council.square.site

LUNCHEON SPONSORED BY



JANUARY 2020
ACTIONGRAM

PAGE 2

From the President
TOGETHER WE CAN DO SO MUCH
 My new role with the Iowa Cattlemen’s Association (ICA) is 
as Membership Coordinator. What does that mean? It means I talk 
to members and potential members about what is on their mind 
and why their membership in the ICA is important. Being President 
of the Livestock Publications Council puts me in a similar role as 
chairman of the membership committee. The question people always 
have for those seeking their membership in an organization is, “What 
does the organization do for me?”

When we talk about organizations like the Iowa Cattlemen’s or Iowa 
Pork Producer’s, membership has a diff erent meaning than that of 
the American Angus Association or National Swine Registry. These 
organizations may work with political lobbying regarding important 
environmental or animal health issues or they may provide programs 

and registrations for livestock, but what exactly does membership in the Livestock Publications 
Council do?

Becoming a member of LPC has many benefi ts, including participation in programs and contests, 
attending professional development conferences and workshops, networking with others 
involved in the livestock industry, and scholarship and stipends to advance skills. While I have 
taken advantage of nearly every membership perk available through LPC, my favorite would be 
networking with others involved in the livestock industry. It is likely the people you meet in this 
organization will become your mentor, help you fi nd employment or even become some of your 
closest friends.

Just as many organizations have diff erent types or levels of membership, so does the Livestock 
Publications Council. When I fi rst became a member of LPC, it was as a publications member with 
those whom I worked with. Then, as time went on, I became a service member through my own 
freelance business and now, I have moved back to the publication side with my new job. Regardless 
of the type of membership you hold, we value each of you. Keep an eye out in your inbox for 
membership renewal notices, or head on over to www.livestock-publications-council.square.site to 
get paid for the current year. Being a member really does matter.

We do have an event coming up in February for any and all who are planning to be at the Cattle 
Industry Convention and NCBA Trade Show in San Antonio. Our annual LPC Luncheon will be 
held on Thursday, February 6 at 11:30 a.m. in the Henry B. Gonzalez Convention Center, Room 221A. 
To register for the luncheon go to www.livestock-publications-council.square.site. We will hear 
from the NCBA president and announce the 2020 LPC Hall fo Fame inductee and Headliner award 
winner.

So as Helen Keller said, “Alone we can do so little; together we can do so much.” Pay your 
membership today, to help the Livestock Publications Council do so much for all our members.

— Jennifer

WWW.AGNEWSWIRE.COM
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Miss ed one live?
Did you miss a Coffee and 
Collaboration webinar that 
you wanted to catch? View 
the recording online! All 
Coffee and Collaboration 
webinars are available on the 
LPC YouTube channel. 

2020 MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL 
INFORMATION
 As an LPC member, you are likely familiar with the membership 
renewal process after the fi rst of the year, with the due date set for March 1. 
Currently, this will continue. Please watch for additional membership renewal 
information to come, but know that you can renew your membership online 
by visiting the LPC store at 
www.livestock-publications-council.square.site
 Information about types of LPC membership can be found at 
livestockpublications.com. Or, please contact LPC Executive Director at 
lindsay@livestockpublications.com.
 Note: Membership renewal may also occur when LPC Awards Contest fees 
are paid. 

A special thanks to Kent Jaecke, Rockin’ K Productions, for again 
sponsoring the Coffee and Collaboration webinars for 2020! 

Wishing you health, 
happiness  and prosperity in 

the New Year! 2020



By Kasey Brown, Angus Beef Bulletin associate editor

 Technology is a wonderful thing, when it works. In the case of this 
professional development situation, it worked admirably. I love traveling to 
things like Ag Media Summit or International Federation of Ag Journalists 
(IFAJ) World Congress, but sometimes professional development close to home 
is just what the doctor ordered. 
 I used a Don Norton professional development stipend to “attend” a 
Ragan webcast on writing and editing. In all actuality, I watched the recording 
of the webinar with several of my teammates at the offi  ce. Despite the fact that 
watching the recording meant the interactive portion was already done, we 
created our own interactive responses. 
 I heard at a session at AMS this summer that if you get one helpful 
nugget of information to improve your skills, then the session is worth it. While 
the webcast had more of a business-to-business communication focus instead 

of journalism, there were still several nuggets of information or refreshers. 

MY KEY TAKEAWAYS:
• Find the beauty in simplicity. Descriptive words are great, but be aware if they detract from the 

message. 
• Don’t forget SVO — subject verb object. This structure helps keep action verbs in play.
• www.grammarbook.com is a grammar and editing resource
• No sentence can be eff ective if it contains facts alone. It must contain emotion, image, logic and 

promise. — Eugene Schwartz
• A human’s attention span is now less than a goldfi sh. The human attention span is eight seconds, while 

a goldfi sh’s is nine seconds. 
• Active voice is better for writing. Have you noticed that politicians and business offi  cials often use 

passive voice? It defl ects blame from themselves. 
• Ask yourself when writing: Can your audience repeat your message easily?
• When fi ghting writer’s block, make up a story from your shoes’ point of view. It gets you out of your 

head and gets words fl owing again. 

 I appreciated the opportunity to share this professional development with my teammates from a 
source outside of agricultural communications. I also appreciated the cost being covered by the stipend. 
However, it really emphasized just how valuable our own LPC Coff ee and Collaboration webinars that are 
available without additional cost. 

DEVELOPMENT FROM THE DESK

We’ve Moved!
LIVESTOCK PUBLICATIONS COUNCIL
P.O. Box 323
301 Main Street
Courtland, KS 66939
(785) 614-5371

Executive Director, Lindsay Graber Runft
lindsay@livestockpublications.com

HAVE YOU UPDATED OUR 
ADDRESS IN YOUR MAILING LIST?



Nestled in Idaho’s Big Lost Valley, the � ree Sisters 
Ranch is located in one of the most beautiful and 
remote landscapes in the world, Mackay, Idaho. � e 

majestic Lost River Range is part of the Rocky Mountains 
and looms over the ranch. � e ranch and its quaint cabins 
are located on the pristine Warm Springs Creek. It is an 
area of Idaho that is particularly special and familiar to the 
Stoecklein family. 

� e three day fall workshop took place in September and 
was led by great photographers Drew Stoecklein and Reid 
Morth. Drew now follows in the footsteps of his father— 
legendary photographer of the American West, David 
Stoecklein–capturing the honesty and thrill of a life lived 
outdoors.

Our � rst evening at the ranch was a meet-and-greet 
with the other students. Only 12 photographers, mostly 
returning, can sign up for the workshop to make sure you 
receive enough one on one instructions. Saturday morning 
was an early wake-up call, 5:30 at the ranch for breakfast. 
� e day followed with instruction at di� erent locations on 
top of the Rocky Mountains. Our morning session included 
using shutterspeed to stop movement, shooting and roping 
on horseback and a cattle drive. For our sunset session we 
photographed cowboys rounding up horses with a rainbow 
in the background. As the day came to an end a beautiful 
blanket of snow fell. � e next morning we used di� erent 
lights to photograph in an old barn as the snow fell outside. 

With more than 1,600 images from the weekend, we had 
to narrow it down to just 10 images for the � nal slide show 
on Sunday evening. Not only was it a great photography 
learning experience, but I also got to meet some great people!

Drew and Reid put on 3 workshops a year, all capturing 
the spirit of the West.

www.westernphotoworkshops.com

STOECKLEIN WESTERN 
PHOTOGRAPHY WORKSHOPS
By: Molly Schoen; LPC Don Norton Scholarship recipient



  

 

2020 Forrest Bassford Student Award & Student Travel Awards 

Sponsored by  

 
Are you eligible?  

❖ Yes — if you will be a college junior or senior at the start of the 2020-2021 college year with at least one semester 
before graduation. 

 
The top winner will receive a $1,500 scholarship and a $500 travel scholarship to attend LPC’s annual convention and Ag 
Media Summit in Kansas City, Mo., July 25-29, 2020. Up to three $750 travel scholarships to attend the convention will be 
given in addition to the top award. Students participating in the convention will have the opportunity to interact with more 
than 500 livestock publication managerial, editorial, advertising, production and circulation personnel while attending 
workshops and seminars specifically related to this specialized publishing field. 
 
Name        Age        Marital Status       
 
School address        Phone       
 
City        State        ZIP        Email       
 
Permanent address       Phone       
 
City       State       ZIP       
 

Background (check one)  Ranch/Farm (what type?)         Rural Non-Farm   Town  City 
 
Major course(s) of study       
 
Colleges previously attended       
 
Your current college        
 
Where will you enroll for the 2020-2021 school year (if different from above)?       
 
Your 2020-21 school year classification:        Cumulative GPA       
 
Parent’s name        Phone       
 
Parent’s address        City       State       ZIP       
 
Name of spouse (if married)       
 
Send with your application electronic versions of the following:  
1. Transcript of college work completed and list of courses in progress. (A scanned PDF of your transcript is acceptable.) 
2. List of scholarships and awards received, club and other organization memberships, extracurricular activities. 
3. Employment record, including current job(s), hours per week, doing what? For whom? 
4. A 200-word (maximum) essay on “The Future of Agricultural Communications and How I Fit in that Career.” 
5. A one-page press release announcing you won the Forrest Bassford Student Award. 


